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In place of our monthly newsletter, a weekly Midweek Message
will be emailed and mailed to our congregation.

EASTER CANNOT BE CANCELED
-Pastor Gail Swanson

Easter cannot be canceled. We may not gather in the same way, but
Easter will not cease. The Resurrection continues.
The Church has never had anything to do with geography. It was
never a building, never a fixed, physical location you visited on
Sunday morning. That’s far too small a space to fit the vast and
abundant life it produces.
The Church has always been the people who gather together in the
name of the Risen Lord to do the work of compassion, mercy, love
and justice, regardless of where and when they gather. Each of us a
living, breathing sanctuary.
In these disorienting and fearful days and weeks leading up to the
victory of Easter Day, the Church is doing what it was always
supposed to:
- Exhausted healthcare workers are on the frontline, living out
sacrificial love of neighbors.
- Grocery store employees are working tirelessly to fill everemptying shelves in order that others can have their daily bread.
- Outreach ministries are still staffed with courageous volunteers as
they direct resources to continue caring for the least of these.
- Online teachers and at home parents are contending with their
own fierce worries, while shepherding the children in their care.
These are not all people of faith, but many are – and they are being
the Church right now as much as ever. They are the living hymns
and exhaled prayers and walking sermons in the trenches of this
crisis. They are the Church, when the compassionate love of Jesus is
seen and felt and known in their work and in their words.
This kind of discipleship cannot be regulated to one hour on a
Sunday morning. It is part of a wide “holy ground” of hospital
rooms and store aisles and makeshift computer workspaces and
kitchen tables. These are the tiny yet mighty acts of faith and
goodness that no worship service can contain.

Join us Online
Online worship from our
Atonement sanctuary!
Join Pastor Gail and David
McCarthy for music and
hymns, scripture, a
sermon, prayers, and even
a Children’s Moment.

Follow us Sundays at 9:30
a.m. by going to our
Atonement Facebook page
at fb.com/
atonementlutheranchurch/
A worship bulletin and
hymns will be Emailed to
our Atonement families.

Postponed
Atonement
Rummage Sale
Our New to You sale is
being postponed to a later
date, but Spring is a
perfect time to gather
items from around your
home and save them for
the sale!

Books, kitchenware,
glassware, linens, and toys
would be appreciated.

We are not accepting
clothing this year.

EASTER CANNOT BE CANCELED (continued)
Whatever the work of Jesus is, it isn’t waiting quietly in a church
building to be unlocked and released. And this is the beautiful truth
in these dark days: even in these fearful times, even when people are
scattered, even when sanctuaries filled with pews are closed, the
Church is still the Church and love is still love.
Every day is Easter for those who are willing to see it. There is always
new life breaking through, always restoration happening, always
resurrection taking place, always miracles in our midst.
Easter cannot be canceled. We are the Church of the Risen Lord, now
as much as ever.
* with thanks to John Pavlovitz, “You Don’t Need to Open the Church By
Easter”

LOVE ONE ANOTHER AS I HAVE LOVED YOU
A Maundy Thursday Devotion

Church News
Please Note
Ministry continues at
Atonement, even without
activities in the building.
The Church Office will be
closed until further notice,
with our Administrative
Assistant, Director of
Music, and Youth &
Family Coordinator
working from home.
Pastor Gail will be
checking in at the church
to take care of mail and
other office tasks, but is
also working from home.
Please feel free to call her
at (614) 477-7863.

On Maundy Thursday, our Lenten observance comes to an end,
and we join Christians around the world to enter into the Three
Days of Jesus’ suffering, death and resurrection. We remember
Jesus’ command to love one another and to follow his example of
humble service.

You are invited to use the Maundy Thursday Devotion, included
with this email, for a time of worship on this holy day.

BEING GENEROUS WHEN NOT IN WORSHIP
While our congregation may not be worshipping in person, the
mission of God’s church continues, and our ministries continue to
need your support. Your financial generosity is appreciated.

CLICK ON OUR MUSIC LINKS!
“Next to the Word of God, Music Deserves the Highest Praise”

This quote by Martin Luther reminds of the gift of music in our
worship life, and in our life of faith. Our Director of Music, David
McCarthy, will be providing weekly music links of sacred music to
offer inspiration, solace and peace. Click on a title to hear the song.

Saint John Passion
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-J.S. Bach

HOLY WEEK
LIVESTREAM WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Good Friday

April 10th

Lord, Listen to
Your Children
Praying

7:00 p.m.

Service of Darkness: Readings, Prayers, Hymns
Easter Sunday/Resurrection of Our Lord

April 12th

9:30 a.m.

Celebrate the Good News: He is Risen; Alleluia!

Hospitals without masks
Kids without lunches.
Shelters without beds

A TIME OF PAUSING: WORSHIP WITHOUT
HOLY COMMUNION
-Pastor Gail Swanson
I miss communion. I miss the ancient and oh, so familiar words of
the Great Thanksgiving: “The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord”. I miss breaking the
loaf and holding the chalice. I miss the bread and the wine, and the
promise that they are, indeed, given and shed for me and for you.
I also realize that I am not alone in experiencing the “physical
distancing” of this sacrament. Yet this disruption in our weekly
gatherings around God’s table gives us time to focus on our
understanding of Holy Communion. Accordingly, Bishop John
Macholz, and The Rev. Dr. Timothy Wengert have offered wise
guidance for us.

It is strongly recommended that we use this season as a time to “fast
from the Sacrament.” We don’t know how long this pandemic will
last, but it won’t be forever. Fasting from Holy Communion for a
time might be a good discipline. This absence may make God’s
presence more profound. When we gather again, we will find great
joy once more in sharing this Supper in the company of others, as
we offer thanks for the healing of our bodies as well as our souls.
Finding other ways to distribute the Lord’s Supper, such as drive-by
communion placed in zip lock bags, does not pay respect to the Body
and Blood of Christ, and further distorts the essential link between a
communal celebration and the receiving of wine and bread. These
types of practices present a danger of turning the Sacrament into a
bit of magic. The church is not a drive-through restaurant but a
Christian assembly, gathered around Word and Sacrament. We can
wait and find the grace inherent in the Word preached, the life lived
for others, and the Word itself among us. Our theology is generous
in its assurance of Christ’s presence in all times of need.

Food Pantries without food.
Lord, give us a loaves and
fishes moment.
Make more with what little
we have.
And teach us to provide for
each other. Amen.

Grocery Ministry
Call for Assistance
In need of groceries? Call
the church office or Karen
Goodyear and you will be
paired with a volunteer
who will write down your
grocery order, purchase
your items, and deliver
them to your home.

The day will come when we again can join together in singing “Let
Us Break Bread Together on our Knees.” In the meantime, let’s pause
and turn to Christ who is with us. Then in a healthier time, we can
carefully rebuild that wonderful weekly communion practice that
has been treasured so lovingly among us.
Lift up your hearts.
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All worship services and
activities are cancelled.

Until Further Notice
Sunday morning worship
at 9:30 a.m. via the
Atonement Facebook page.

Livestream Worship
www.atonementrochester.org
Email:
office@atonementrochester.org

1900 Westfall Road
Rochester NY 14618
(585) 442-1018

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP
HERE

MISSION STATEMENT

Atonement Lutheran Church
is a gathering of God’s
people in Christ called to:
Invite all people into the
presence of the living God,
Prepare for ministry in daily life,
Go into the world as disciples.

And when from death I’m free,
I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on;

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on.
And when from death I’m free,
I’ll sing God’s love for me,

Atonement Lutheran Church is a
congregation of the Upstate New
York Synod of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America
(ELCA).

We are a Reconciling In Christ
(RIC) congregation.

And through eternity
I’ll sing on.

What Wondrous Love Is This
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