
Second Sunday in Lent 
February 25th, 2024 

9:30 a.m. In-person and Livestream Worship 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  1900 Westfall Road, Rochester, NY 14618 



GATHERING 
  
 
 
PRELUDE    What God Ordains is Right          -J. Pachelbel 
  
  

*WELCOME 
  
  
*GATHERING HYMN Thy Holy Wings     # 613 
  
  
*SERVICE OF HOLY BAPTISM 
God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope 
through the sacrament of baptism. By water and the word, God delivers us 
from sin and death and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with 
all the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life of the world. 
  
  
*PRESENTATION 
Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you, Jenna 
and Carl, desire to have your child baptized into Christ?  
  

We present Mila Renee Ramkarran for baptism. 
  

As you bring Mila to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with certain 
responsibilities: to live with her among God’s faithful people, to bring her to 
the word of God and the holy supper, teach her the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, 
and the Ten Commandments, place in her hands the holy scriptures, and 
nurture her in faith and prayer, so that she may learn to trust God, proclaim 
Christ through word and deed, care for others and the world God made, and 
work for justice and peace. Do you promise to help Mila to grow in the 
Christian faith and life?  

We do. 
 
 

 

* Please Stand As You Are Able 



People of God, do you promise to support Mila and pray for her in her new life 
in Christ?   

We do. 
  
  
*PROFESSION OF FAITH 
I ask you, as God’s people gathered, to reject sin, profess your faith in Christ, 
and confess the faith of the church. 
  

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, the powers of this 
world that rebel against God, and the ways of sin that draw you from God?   

I renounce them. 
  
Do you believe in God the Father?  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
  
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the 
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 
  
  
THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.    
And also with you. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
  

 
 
 



We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the 
waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you 
took delight. Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his 
family, and through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into 
freedom. In the river Jordan your Son was baptized by John and anointed with 
the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free 
from the power of sin and death and raise us up to live in you. 
  

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that Mila , who is 
washed in these waters of baptism, may be given new life. To you be given 
honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
now and forever. Amen. 
  
Mila Renee Ramkarran, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
  
  
LAYING ON OF HANDS 
Let us pray. 
  

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give 
your daughters and sons new birth, wash them from sin, and raise them to 
eternal life. Sustain Mila with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom 
and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and 
the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.   
Amen. 
  
  
SIGNING WITH THE CROSS 
Mila, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 
cross of Christ forever. Amen. 
  
  
PRESENTATION OF A CANDLE 
Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and  
glorify your Father in heaven. 
  

 
 



*WELCOME 
Let us welcome the newly baptized.  
  

We welcome you into the body of Christ and the mission we share: join us 
in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God’s creative and 
redeeming word to all the world. 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 *PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
  
  
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of shameful 
death to be for us the means of life. Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ 
that we may gladly suffer shame and loss for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  Amen. 
  
  

WORD 

  
  
FIRST READING  Genesis 17:1-7,15-16 
A reading from Genesis  
 

1When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram, and said 
to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 2And I will make 
my covenant between me and you, and will make you exceedingly 
numerous.” 3Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, 4“As for me, this 
is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of 
nations. 5No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be 
Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 6I will 
make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings 



shall come from you. 7I will establish my covenant between me and you, and 
your offspring after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting 
covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you.” 
 15God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, 
but Sarah shall be her name.  16I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a 
son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples 
shall come from her.”  
  
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
  
  
SECOND READING  Romans 4:13-25 
A reading from Romans  
  

13The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to 
his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is 
the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is 
void. 15For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there 
violation. 
 16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on 
grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the 
law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all 
of us, 17as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”)—in the 
presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls 
into existence the things that do not exist. 18Hoping against hope, he believed 
that he would become “the father of many nations,” according to what was 
said, “So numerous shall your descendants be.” 19He did not weaken in faith 
when he considered his own body, which was already as good as dead (for he 
was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of 
Sarah’s womb. 20No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, 
but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 21being fully convinced 
that God was able to do what he had promised. 22Therefore his faith “was 
reckoned to him as righteousness.” 23Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” 
were written not for his sake alone, 24but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us 
who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25who was handed 
over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification.  
  
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 



*LENTEN VERSE   We Are Turning, Lord, to Hear You  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
*HOLY GOSPEL  Mark 8:31-38 
  

The Holy Gospel according to Mark. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
31[Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, 
and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, 
and after three days rise again.32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took 
him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, 
he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your 
mind not on divine things but on human things.” 
 34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to 
become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and 
follow me. 35For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who 
lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For what 
will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what 
can they give in return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and of my 
words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also 
be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”  
  
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
  
  
SERMON 
  
  
*HYMN OF THE DAY What God Ordains Is Good Indeed   # 776 
  



INSTALLATION OF BOARD MEMBERS 
  
  
PRAYERS 
In this season of repentance, let us turn our hearts to God, who is gracious and 
merciful. 
Lord, in your mercy; Hear our prayer.  
  

Receive the prayers we offer, O God, in the name of the One who endured the 
cross, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
  
  
OFFERTORY MUSIC  Incline Thine Ear to Me   -F. Himmel 
  

Offering gifts are gratefully received 
in the plates located near the sanctuary doors as you exit. 

  
  
*OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray.  
God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of 
grace and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we received from your 
bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
  
  
 

MEAL 
 
 
*GREAT THANKSGIVING 
  

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
  



*PROPER PREFACE 

…. we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
  
  
*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY        # 193 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
LAMB OF GOD           # 199  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISTRIBUTION  
All are invited to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion, Christ’s body and 
blood truly present in the bread and the wine. 

~Come forward by the center aisle. 
~Children are invited to come forward for a blessing. 
~White grape juice and gluten-free wafers are also available. 
~Dispose of the cup in the basket provided. 

     ~Please tell an usher if you need communion elements brought to your pew.  
 



SENDING 
 
 
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray.  
We give you thanks and praise, O God, for the abundant gifts of grace and 
mercy you have given us in Jesus Christ. Let the gift of our lives be a sign of our 
unending gratitude for your undying love; through Jesus our Lord. Amen. 
  
  
*BENEDICTION 

May the steadfast love of God the Father, † Son and Holy Spirit surround you 
throughout these forty days, and into everlasting life. Amen. 
  
  
*SENDING HYMN  Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus   # 802 
  
  
*DISMISSAL 
Go in peace; led by the cross of Christ. Amen. 
  
  
POSTLUDE   Children of the Heavenly Father 
  

The congregation is invited to remain for the postlude;  
and following it, to respond with “Amen!” 

 
 

 
 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Assisting Minister …….…… Rob White 
Livestream Recorder…….. Dave Irish 
Offering Counters ……...…. John Kruidenier, Michelle Laraby 
Usher(s) ……………………… Karen Goodyear 
Altar Care ……..……………… Judy Lazenby 
Fellowship Hosts ………….. Karen Goodyear  



AN EASY WAY TO GIVE YOUR OFFERING 
 
  

  
  
  

If your phone doesn’t automatically scan the code, you may need to download a  
QR code reader app. Many are available for free in the Google Play or Apple App 

store. Please contact Lindee Krapf if you have any questions. 
  
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
  
BY WATER AND THE SPIRIT 
We rejoice today in the baptism of Mila Renee Ramkarran, daughter of Jenna 
Sanko and Carl Ramkarran, and granddaughter of Barb Sanko. May God’s 
blessing surround her throughout her journey of faith. 
  
FELLOWSHIP/COFFEE HOUR  
*TODAY* Please join us in Reissig Hall following worship for beverages and 
treats.   
  
CONFIRMATION CLASS MEETING 
The Confirmation Class is meeting *TODAY* at 10:45 a.m. in the Conference 
Room (formerly Library). 
  
INSTALLATION OF 2024 BOARD OF MINISTRIES MEMBERS AND OFFICERS 
Thank you to our Board of Ministries members and officers being installed 
during worship this morning, as we offer gratitude for their leadership and 
service in the coming year: 
  

  Margy Peet, President  Nancy Dahl 
  Barb Sanko    Skip Waterstreet, Vice President  

  Nan Westervelt    Desiree Wolfe   

  Karan Thompson, Treasurer 

  Lindee Krapf, Financial Secretary & Finance Chair  

Scan this QR code with your smartphone’s camera, -> 
tap on the link that pops up, and you will be taken 
directly to Atonement’s giving website. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
LENTEN BIBLE STUDY: Meeting Jesus at the Table 
Tuesdays at 11:00am in the Conference Room (Library)   
February 27  March 5, 12 
Like a great meal, this Lenten study book offers deep nourishment as we gather 
for four week at different tables in various places throughout Jesus’ ministry. In 
a world of power struggles and food insecurity, this Lenten study reminds us 
that at God’s Table, all are welcome and there is always enough. 
  
WEDNESDAY EVENINGS IN LENT 
Wednesdays at 7:00pm  February 28  March 6, 13, 20 
Gather with us during Lent for a half-hour midweek service of renewal and 
reflection through prayer, hymns, scripture and candle lighting focused on the 
theme “Hearts of Flesh”: bring your heart as it is, and let God breathe into it the 
Spirit of Christ’s love. 
  

A new heart I will give you…and I will remove from your body a heart of stone  
and give you a heart of flesh.  (Ezek.36:26 -27) 

  
HEALTHY HEARTS FOOD COLLECTION FOR LENT 
As we journey through Lent seeking new hearts to love God and our neighbor, 
join us in collecting ‘Heart Healthy’ food items for the Pittsford Food Cupboard. 
Some suggested items are: 
 Lower salt canned vegetables Low sugar/no syrup canned fruit 
 Oatmeal, plain   Brown rice 
 Tuna packed in water 
  

We will be collecting items through March 17th on the table in the narthex. 
  
FIRST FRIDAY FRIENDS 
A new idea! … let’s get together on the first Friday of each month from 10:00 
a.m. until Noon for crafting and companionship. Our first session will be held 
on March 1st, in the new Conference Room (formerly the Library). We can 
work on leftover projects like fleece blankets, individual projects like 
needlework, crochet, or knitting, think up new ideas, make centerpieces for the 
Asbury Dining Center, etc.  All are welcome! 
  

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
  
GREEN TIP 
Many big-name banks are the funding giants behind fossil fuel projects. Do you 
have monthly charitable donations or payments on a major bank credit card? 
Rather than letting a percentage of your payment go to a big bank, switch your 
payments to a local bank credit card, or have funds taken directly out of your 
local bank or credit union account, or pass payments through a different 
medium. For more information go to  https://www.rivers-mountains-
greenfaith.org/divest-invest-workshop.   
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https://www.rivers-mountains-greenfaith.org/divest-invest-workshop
https://www.rivers-mountains-greenfaith.org/divest-invest-workshop


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Atonement Lutheran Church 
  

The Rev. Gail Swanson, Pastor 
Email: pastorgails@aol.com  

Office: (585) 442-1018 
Cell: (614) 477-7863 

  

David McCarthy, Director of Music Ministry 

Becky R. Wiesmore, Administrative Assistant 

  

 Welcome to worship,  

and a special welcome to those who are visiting with us today.  

If you are interested in becoming a member of our congregation  

or learning more about our ministries,  

please speak to our Pastor. 

  

 

  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  Our Church Nursery is available  
for parents to use with their children. 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Atonement Lutheran Church is a gathering of God’s people in Christ called to:  

Invite all people into the presence of the living God,  
Prepare for ministry in daily life and 

Go into the world as disciples 



Thank you for joining us in worship today! 
 

“Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind  

not on divine things but on human things.” 
  

Mark 8:33 

   

     
  
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit our web site at: www.atonementrochester.org 

Follow us on Facebook: fb.com/atonementlutheranchurch/ 
Contact us via Email: office@atonementrochester.org 

Call us via phone at: (585) 442-1018 

Office hours: 9:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Tues~Wed~Thurs  

https://www.facebook.com/atonementlutheranchurch/

