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GATHERING
PRELUDE

Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland

-J.S. Bach

WELCOME
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be God, Father, † Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is sure and whose
steadfast love endures forever. Amen.
Together let us honestly and humbly confess
that we have not lived as God desires.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Loving and forgiving God,
we confess that we are held captive by sin.
In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray.
We have not welcomed the stranger;
we have not loved our neighbor;
we have not been Christ to one another.
Restore us, O God,
and turn us from our sin.
Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen.
People of God, hear this glad news:
by God’s endless grace
your sins are forgiven, and you are freefree to live in the peaceable kingdom of God.
May you be strengthened in God’s love,
† sustained by Christ’s peace,
and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
*PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
*HYMN

On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry
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*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. And also with you.

*Please stand as you are able

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the words of your
prophets, that, anointed by your Spirit, we may testify to your light; through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.
CHILDREN’S MOMENT

WORD
SCRIPTURE READING

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24

A reading from 1 Thessalonians
16Rejoice

always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the
will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise the words
of prophets, 21but test everything; hold fast to what is good; 22abstain from every form of
evil.
23May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and
body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24The one who
calls you is faithful, and he will do this.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
We praise you, O God, for this victory wreath that marks our days of preparation for
Christ’s advent. As we light the candles on this wreath, strengthen our hearts as we await
the Lord’s coming in glory. Enlighten us with your grace, that we may serve our neighbors
in need. Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and whose day draws
near. Amen.
The Third Candle Is Lit
Light One Candle to Watch For Messiah

*HOLY GOSPEL

John 1:6-8, 19-28

The Holy Gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
6There

was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify
to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he
came to testify to the light.
19This

is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from
Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I
am not the Messiah.” 21And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am
not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered, “No.” 22Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let
us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23He said,
“I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness,
‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ ”
as the prophet Isaiah said.
24Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25They asked him, “Why then are you
baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” 26John answered
them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, 27the one who
is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” 28This took place in
Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
*HYMN

The King Shall Come
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*NICENE CREED
Let us confess our faith, and the faith of the Church, with the words of the Nicene Creed.
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYERS
As we prepare for the coming of Christ, let us pray for all people according to their needs.
Wait with us. Watch with us: Come, Lord Jesus.
Receive our prayers, O God, as we await the presence of your Son, whose coming is certain
and whose day draws near. Amen.
*LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING
*BENEDICTION
May Almighty God, † who sends us light to overcome all darkness, grant you grace, mercy
and peace. Amen.

*HYMN

People, Look East

*DISMISSAL
Go in peace, Christ is near.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Toccata on “Puer Nobis Nascitur”
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MISSION STATEMENT
Atonement Lutheran Church is a gathering of God’s people in Christ called to:
Invite all people into the presence of the living God,
Prepare for ministry in daily life and
Go into the world as disciples

WELCOME! Welcome to worship, and a special welcome to those who are
visiting with us today. If you are interested in becoming a member of our
congregation or learning more about our ministries, please speak to our pastor.
Nursery care and use of our church nursery are not available at this time.

CONGREGATIONAL BUDGET MEETING TODAY! 10:30 a.m.
Be sure to join us as we discuss the 2021 Church Budget. This meeting will be conducted
virtually via Zoom. A link will be Emailed to Atonement members prior to the meeting.
OUTDOOR DRIVE-THROUGH CHRISTMAS PAGEANT TODAY! 3:00-3:30 p.m.
Arrive any time between 3:00-3:30 p.m. and take a drive through our church parking lot to
see and hear the story of the birth of the Baby Jesus through the eyes and voices of our
Atonement children and youth!
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