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GATHERING

PRELUDE Toda la Tierra

WELCOME

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be God, Father, t Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is sure and whose
steadfast love endures forever. Amen.

Together let us honestly and humbly confess
that we have not lived as God desires.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Loving and forgiving God,

we confess that we are held captive by sin.

In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray.
We have not welcomed the stranger;

we have not loved our neighbor;

we have not been Christ to one another.
Restore us, O God,

and turn us from our sin.

Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen.

People of God, hear this glad news:

by God’s endless grace

your sins are forgiven, and you are free-

free to live in the peaceable kingdom of God.

May you be strengthened in God’s love,

1 sustained by Christ’s peace,

and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

*PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

*HYMN O Come, O Come, Emmanuel vv. 3, 4 # 257

*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming
strengthen us to serve you with purified lives; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

CHILDREN’S MOMENT



WORD

SCRIPTURE READING Isaiah 40:1-11
A reading from Isaiah

'Comfort, O comfort my people,

says your God.

2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her

that she has served her term,
that her penalty is paid,

that she has received from the LORD’s hand
double for all her sins.

3A voice cries out:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD,
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
“Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.
SThen the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,
and all people shall see it together,
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”

°A voice says, “Cry out!”
And I said, “What shall I cry?”
All people are grass,
their constancy is like the flower of the field.
"The grass withers, the flower fades,
when the breath of the LORD blows upon it;
surely the people are grass.
8The grass withers, the flower fades;
but the word of our God will stand forever.
°Get you up to a high mountain,
O Zion, herald of good tidings;
lift up your voice with strength,
O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings,
lift it up, do not fear;
say to the cities of Judah,
“Here is your God!”
10See, the Lord GOD comes with might,
and his arm rules for him;
his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him.
11He will feed his flock like a shepherd,;
he will gather the lambs in his arms,
and carry them in his bosom,
and gently lead the mother sheep.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

We praise you, O God, for this circle of light that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s
advent. As we light the candles on this wreath, kindle within us the fire of your Spirit, that
we may be light shining in the darkness. Enlighten us with your grace, that we may
welcome others as you have welcomed us. Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose
coming is certain and whose day draws near. Amen.

The Second Candle Is Lit

Light One Candle to Watch For Messiah
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1. Light one can-die to  watch for Mes-si - ah: let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
2. Light two can-dles to  watch for Mes-si - ah: let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
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He shall bring sal - wva -tion to Is-ra-el, God  ful-fills the rom - ise.
He  shall feed the flock like a shep - herd, gent - ly lead  them ome - ward.
*HOLY GOSPEL Mark 1:1-8

The Holy Gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

I'The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
2As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,
“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way;
Sthe voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight,’”
“John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. >And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing
their sins. °®Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist,
and he ate locusts and wild honey. "He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is
coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have
baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

*HYMN Comfort, Comfort, Now My People # 256



*NICENE CREED
Let us confess our faith, and the faith of the Church, with the words of the Nicene Creed.

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS
As we prepare for the coming of Christ, let us pray for all people according to their needs.
Wait with us. Watch with us: Come, Lord Jesus.

Receive our prayers, O God, as we await the presence of your Son, whose coming is certain
and whose day draws near. Amen.



*LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING

*BENEDICTION

May Almighty God, t who sends us light to overcome all darkness, grant you grace, mercy
and peace. Amen.

*HYMN Prepare the Royal Highway # 264

*DISMISSAL
Go in peace, Christ is near.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Freu Dich Sehr

*Please stand as you are able



ATONEMENT LUTHERAN CHURCH

The Rev. Gail Swanson, Pastor
Email: pastorgails@aol.com - Home Phone: 585-434-0980

David McCarthy, Director of Music Ministry
Becky R. Wiesmore, Administrative Assistant
Janeen Oliver, Youth & Family Ministry Coordinator

Email: office@atonementrochester.org
Website: www.atonementrochester.org
Facebook: fb.com/atonementlutheranchurch

MISSION STATEMENT

Atonement Lutheran Church is a gathering of God’s people in Christ called to:
Invite all people into the presence of the living God,
Prepare for ministry in daily life and
Go into the world as disciples

WELCOME! Welcome to worship, and a special welcome to those who are
visiting with us today. If you are interested in becoming a member of our
congregation or learning more about our ministries, please speak to our pastor.

Nursery care and use of our church nursery are not available at this time.

ADVENT GIVING OUTREACH December 6th-20th

Donate new socks, gloves, mittens, or winter hats in all sizes for men, women, and
children. Clean, gently used winter clothing will also be accepted. Donations will be
received on Wednesdays and Sundays in the bin by the Sanctuary (East) entrance.

BOARD OF MINISTRIES MEETING Tuesday, Dec. 8th at 6:00 p.m.
This meeting will be conducted virtually via Zoom. A link will be Emailed to Board members
prior to the meeting.

OUTDOOR DRIVE-THROUGH CHRISTMAS PAGEANT Sunday, Dec. 13th 3:00-3:30 p.m.
Arrive any time between 3:00-3:30 p.m. and take a drive through our church parking lot to
see and hear the story of the birth of the Baby Jesus through the eyes and voices of our
Atonement children and youth!

CONGREGATIONAL BUDGET MEETING Sunday, Dec. 13th at 10:30 a.m.
Be sure to join us as we discuss the 2021 Church Budget. This meeting will be conducted
virtually via Zoom. A link will be Emailed to Atonement members prior to the meeting.


https://www.facebook.com/atonementlutheranchurch/

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
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Comfort, Comfort Now My People
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of peace!” So says our God.
the des - ert far

and near,
Straight shall be what long was crook - ed, and the rough - er plac - es
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Com-fort those who sit in dark - ness mourn-ing un - der sor - row’s load.
call -ing wus to true re-pen - tance, since the reign of God is here.
Let your hearts be true and hum - ble, as be-fits God’s ho - ly reign.
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For the glo - ry of the Lord now on earth is shed a-broad,
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Tell them that their war is o - ver; God will reign in peace for-ev - er.
Val - leys, rise  to greet the Sav - ior; hills, bow down in hum-ble fa - vor.
and all flesh shall see the to - ken that God’s word is nev - er bro - ken.
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Prepare the Royal Highway
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1 Pre - pare the roy - al high - way; the King of kings is near!
2 God’s peo - ple, see him com - ing: your own e - ter - nal king!
3 Then fling the gates wide o - pen to greet your prom-ised king!
4 His is no earth - ly king - dom; it comes from heav’n a - bove.
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Let ev - ry hill and val - ley a lev - el road ap - pear!
Palm branch-es strew be - fore him! Spread gar-ments! Shout and sing!
Your king, yet ev - ‘ry na - tion its trib - ute too may bring
His rule is peace and free - dom and jus - tice, truth, and love.
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Then greet the King of glo - ry,

God’s prom-ise will not fail you! No
All lands will bow be - fore him; their
So let your praise be sound-ing for
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Ho-san-na to the Lord, for he ful-fills God’s word!
,2 o N —
if . " e re e
i 2 oo e ,
z —r | | =




