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GATHERING
PRELUDE

The First Nowell

-K. Mayhew

WELCOME
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, the Maker of heaven and earth, the Word made
flesh, the Lord and giver of life. Amen.
Let us come into the light of Christ, confessing our need for God's mercy.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God of peace,
we confess that we are not at peace - with others or with ourselves. We bring to you
all that tears us apart: discord in our families, violence in our world, our own
conflicted hearts. In your mercy, mend us and our world. Let peace reign over all the
earth, through the Prince of Peace, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.
In the Word who has come to dwell with us, God has given us grace upon grace: forgiveness
that is stronger than our sins, love that can heal every broken heart. Hear this word of
God's pardon and peace: in the name of † Jesus our Savior, you are free from all your sins.
Rise, shine, for your light has come. Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
HYMN

Angels, From the Realms of Glory
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APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, be with you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a star. Lead us
now by faith to know your presence in our lives, and bring us at last to the full vision of
your glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
CHILDREN’S MOMENT

WORD
SCRIPTURE READING

Isaiah 60:1-6

A reading from Isaiah
1Arise,

shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 2For
darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise
upon you, and his glory will appear over you. 3Nations shall come to your light, and kings
to the brightness of your dawn. 4Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together,
they come to you; your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried
on their nurses' arms. 5Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and
rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations
shall come to you. 6A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and
Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall
proclaim the praise of the LORD.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

HOLY GOSPEL

Matthew 2:1-12

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
1In

the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the
East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews?
For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3When King
Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all
the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be
born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:
6‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ”
7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when
the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently
for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay
him homage.” 9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went
the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child
was. 10When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On
entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid
him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod,
they left for their own country by another road.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

HYMN

In the Bleak Midwinter
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NICENE CREED
Let us confess our faith, and the faith of the Church, with the words of the Nicene Creed.
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYERS
Rejoicing in the light of Christ that shines upon us, we pray for the church, the world, and
all people according to their needs. God of grace and peace, Hear our prayer.
Receive our prayers, O God, as we behold the light of Christ’s presence, and rejoice in the
brightness of his glory. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
With all who come to the manger, let us pray as Jesus taught:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING
BENEDICTION
Almighty God, who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, proclaimed joy through the angels, sent
the shepherds with good news, and led the magi by a star bless you this day † through the
Word made flesh. Amen.
HYMN

Brightest and Best of the Stars
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace, share the gift of Jesus.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Songs of Thankfulness and Praise

-D. Johnson
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WELCOME! Welcome to worship, and a special welcome to those who are
visiting with us today. If you are interested in becoming a member of our
congregation or learning more about our ministries, please speak to our pastor.
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The magi of old, known as
C
Caspar,
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Melchior, and
B
Balthasar
followed the star of God’s Son who came to dwell among us
20
two thousand
21
and twenty years ago.
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Christ, bless this church,
+
and remain with us throughout the new year
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