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If You Love Me, Keep My Commandments

T. Tallis

WELCOME
EASTER PROCLAMATION
Alleluia! Christ is Risen!
Christ is Risen Indeed! Alleluia!
This is the day the Lord has made.
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.
The gates of death have opened wide, that we may believe Jesus is the Christ, and have life
forever.
Alleluia!
Alleluia! Christ is Risen!
Christ is Risen Indeed! Alleluia!
PEACE
The peace of the Risen Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
HYMN

Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain, verses 1-4

#363

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on earth. In your
great mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and give to all the world the Spirit of
your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
CHILDREN’S MOMENT

PSALM 66:8-20
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

HOLY GOSPEL

John 14:15-21

The Holy Gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

SERMON
HYMN

Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading, verses 1-3

#401

PRAYERS
Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all
times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need.
Lord, in your mercy; hear our prayer.
Call us to profound trust in your faithful presence. You, the God who does not abandon.
You, the Holy One, breathing within us, breathing among us, breathing around us in our
beautiful yet wounded world. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION
Christ has gone to prepare a place for us. May his resurrection bring you everlasting joy
that you may abound in hope. Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now
and forever. Amen.
HYMN

Come, We That Love the Lord

#625

DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Christ is Risen!
Christ is Risen indeed. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE

Pilgrims’ Chorus

R. Wagner

May: A Month of Composers
This week's birthday composer is the German Richard Wagner, born May 22, 1813,
died 1883. At the end of the nineteenth century, he was one of the most influential
cultural figures in the world. Wagner was also anti-Semitic, and long after his death the
Nazis used his renown to justify their racist ideas. Luckily, his repellant personal traits
don't make it into the beautiful operas he wrote, most of which are based on German
folklore. “In Tannhauser”, the titular character (a medieval German knight) joins a
pilgrimage to Rome to seek forgiveness for his sins. The Pilgrims' Chorus is the song the
pilgrims sing as they walk back from Rome - it starts in the distance, as they are just
barely heard, swells as they appear en masse, then sinks down again as they pass on
their way. The loud dotted chords near the end are sung to the word "Alleluia!"
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