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GATHERING
PRELUDE

Conditor Alme Siderum

-W. Mellers

WELCOME
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be God, Father, † Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is sure and whose
steadfast love endures forever. Amen.
Together let us honestly and humbly confess
that we have not lived as God desires.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Loving and forgiving God,
we confess that we are held captive by sin.
In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray.
We have not welcomed the stranger;
we have not loved our neighbor;
we have not been Christ to one another.
Restore us, O God,
and turn us from our sin.
Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen.
People of God, hear this glad news:
by God’s endless grace
your sins are forgiven, and you are freefree to live in the peaceable kingdom of God.
May you be strengthened in God’s love,
† sustained by Christ’s peace,
and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
*PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
*HYMN

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel vv. 1, 2

# 257

*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection awaken us to the
threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless until the coming of your new day,
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
CHILDREN’S MOMENT

WORD
SCRIPTURE READING

1 Corinthians 1:3-9

A reading from 1 Corinthians
3Grace

to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4I give thanks to
my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ
Jesus, 5for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every
kind—6just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you—7so that you are
not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8He
will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord
Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord.
The word of the Lord,
Thanks be to God.
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
We praise you, O God, for this evergreen crown that marks our days of preparation for
Christ’s advent. As we light the first candle on this wreath, rouse us from sleep, that we
may be ready to greet our Lord when he comes with all the saints and angels. Enlighten us
with your grace, and prepare our hearts to welcome him with joy. Grant this through Christ
our Lord, whose coming is certain and whose day draws near. Amen.
The First Candle Is Lit

Light One Candle to Watch For Messiah

*HOLY GOSPEL

Mark 13:24-37

The Holy Gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said:] 24“In those days, after that suffering,
the sun will be darkened,
and the moon will not give its light,
25and the stars will be falling from heaven,
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.
26Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. 27Then
he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the
earth to the ends of heaven.
28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth
its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, when you see these things taking
place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly I tell you, this generation will not
pass away until all these things have taken place. 31Heaven and earth will pass away, but
my words will not pass away.
32“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son,
but only the Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. 34It
is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each
with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 35Therefore, keep
awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at
midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or else he may find you asleep when he comes
suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

*HYMN

My Lord, What A Morning
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*NICENE CREED
Let us confess our faith, and the faith of the Church, with the words of the Nicene Creed.
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYERS
As we prepare for the coming of Christ, let us pray for all people according to their needs.
Wait with us. Watch with us: Come, Lord Jesus.
Receive our prayers, O God, as we await the presence of your Son, whose coming is certain
and whose day draws near. Amen.

*LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING
*BENEDICTION
May Almighty God, † who sends us light to overcome all darkness, grant you grace, mercy
and peace. Amen.

*HYMN

Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers

# 244

Lo! He Comes With Clouds Descending

-W. Wold

*DISMISSAL
Go in peace, Christ is near.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

*Please stand as you are able
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MISSION STATEMENT
Atonement Lutheran Church is a gathering of God’s people in Christ called to:
Invite all people into the presence of the living God,
Prepare for ministry in daily life and
Go into the world as disciples

WELCOME! Welcome to worship, and a special welcome to those who are
visiting with us today. If you are interested in becoming a member of our
congregation or learning more about our ministries, please speak to our pastor.
Nursery care and use of our church nursery are not available at this time.

HAVE YOU RETURNED YOUR PLEDGE CARD?
We invite you to prayerfully consider making a financial pledge of support for Atonement for
2021 as we live into our thanks to God, generous in our living and in our giving. Please
return your pledge card to the church office by Sunday, November 30th. Extra pledge
cards are available in the church office and the narthex.
SPECIAL CHALLENGE FUND APPEAL SUCCESS
Good News! Our new boilers have been installed – with a few parts still to arrive - and we
have heat in our church building!
More Good News! Through the generosity of our Atonement family and friends, we have
exceeded our fundraising goal by $2000, which means we can now borrow a significantly
smaller amount from our Capital Reserve Fund to offset the cost of this project.
Our grateful thanks to each of our generous donors who have made this appeal a complete
success for a warm winter indoors!
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