
  

 

 

Atonement Tidings    Dec 2019 

 

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP AT ATONEMENT 

 
December 22nd 9:30 am 

Service of Lessons and Carols 
 

December 24th  4:00 pm 

Festival Christmas Eve Service of Holy Communion 
 

December 24th 8:00 pm 

Candlelight Service of Holy Communion 
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Children, Youth, and Family Ministry 

 
 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 

 

Join us to celebrate the season with our children! 
Sunday, December 15th 10:30 AM 

 
 

ADVENT CALENDAR CARDS 

 

Something new for our families with children:  a unique resource that 
counts down the days from the First Sunday in Advent to the Day of 
Epiphany in a deck of cards!  These colorful cards feature a reflection, 
activity or prayer to help families celebrate this Holy Season. Cards are 
available on the table  in the narthex. 

YOUTH FALL FUN EVENT 

 

Several of our youth enjoyed an evening meeting and having fun with 
our new Youth and Family Ministry Coordinator, Janeen Oliver.  They 
had some sweet fun decorating holiday cookies that were delivered to 
several of our older friends and members (and had a delicious snack 
themselves!).  They also created a Jesse tree project to take home and 
share with their families.   
 
Our next Youth event will be held in January.  We’ll be having our 
first Family Sleuthing Night.  Watch the January bulletins and your 
email for details.   

 

ANGEL TREE 

 

Our Angel Tree this year will benefit men, women and 
children served by Saint's Place, a ministry whose mission is 
to "welcome the stranger," by providing clothing, furniture, 
school supplies, household goods, tutoring and scholarships 
to newly-arriving refugees in Rochester.   
 
We will decorate the tree with your gifts of warm socks and mittens or 
gloves, all sizes.  Bring your donations and place in the basket, or hang 
on the tree.  We will collect through Dec. 22nd.  
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IT’S TIME TO ORDER YOUR CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS! 

 

Orders will be taken until Sunday, December 15th.  The plants will 
decorate the altar on Christmas Eve and may be picked up after the 

8:00 pm service. 
 

 
Given By: 
 
Number of plants:  @ $9.00 each    =   total  $ 
 
In Memory of: 
 
In Honor of: 
 

Please place this form and payment in the box in the front            
entranceway, or mail it to the church office. 

Church Notes and News 

A NOTE FROM DON AND KAREN GROVER 

 

On November 3rd, we were able to attend Karen’s new church.  Today 
(two days and one year after her stroke) Karen walked down the main 
aisle of the sanctuary on her own to receive communion.  I was close 
behind just in case I needed to help her, but she did it all on her own.  
We met some of the parishioners, picked up a list of activities and had 
lunch afterwards at the church potluck.  Consequently, we went 
Tuesday night to work at the church soup kitchen! 
 
The Wednesday before Thanksgiving, Karen fell and broke her hip, had 
surgery, and will be doing inpatient rehab during her recovery.  (We 
continue to keep Karen and Don in our prayers during this healing 
journey.) 
 
 

 

 

A NOTE OF THANKS FROM THE MACHOLZ FAMILY 

 

Today, November 16, we celebrate our Barbara’s baptismal birthday.  
She has inherited her baptismal promises.  While she was baptized at 
Faith Lutheran Church in Glenmont, NY, the people of Atonement 
helped raise her to be the child of God that she became.  We are so 
thankful for all that the people of Atonement did for Barb during all of 
her days; and for us, following her entrance into Eternal Life.  We thank 
you for remembering her on All Saints Sunday and for sharing a space 
in Atonement’s Memorial Garden.   
 
With love and grateful hearts, 
 
   John and Lin, Matt, Zach, Jasmin, and Gloria 

A NOTE OF THANKS FROM THE 

FOUCHT FAMILY 

 

Many thank to our Atonement family for their cards 
and well wishes.  Carl is now home and is showing 
improvement.  

CONGREGATIONAL BUDGET MEETING 

 

Will  be held on Sunday, December 8th at 10:45 am 
 

 
 

LAST BANK DEPOSIT FOR 2019 

 

The last bank deposit for 2019 will be made following the worship 
service on Dec. 29.  If you would like a contribution to be included as 
part of your 2019 giving statement from Atonement, please be sure it is 
at the office before  Dec. 29 or in the offering plate that morning. 
 

 

 

BRIGHTON FOOD DEPOT 

 

 
For the month of December, we will be collecting: cereal, soup and hot 
chocolate (individual packets) . Thank you for your continued support  
of this ministry. 
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Congregational Care  

PRAYER CONCERNS AND JOYS 

 

Members: Charlie Terhune, Carl Foucht, Betty Browne, Karen Grover. 
 
Friends and Family: Tom Upson, Aimee, Sean and Harry Parmalee, 
Judy and David Ballerstein, Kathy Doherty, Jeff, Richard Kress,      
Judy Price, Mark, Erika, Jeffery Auer. 
 

 

 

WEEKLY E-DEVOTIONS 

 

We are moving into our final month of testing the new E-Devotions, 
sent directly to your home via email or regular mail. Let us know what 
you think and if you would like us to continue them in the New Year.  
 
      

 

NOVEMBER INTERNATIONAL POTLUCK DINNER 

WELCOMES REFUGEES 

 

 

MORNING PRAYER 

 

* * *  Will not be held in December  * * * 

 

 

 

BLESSINGS 

 

To Tim and Elizabeth Touhsaent upon the baptism of their son, Ethan 
John Touhsaent, on November 10th. 

 

OUR SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS 

 

To Elaine and John Vangellow upon the death of their daughter-in-law 
on November 2nd. 
 

WE GIVE THANKS 

 

Baby Harry, son of Aimee & Sean Parmalee, is home from the hospital, 
and we pray for his continued healing 
 

 

 

CHURCH DIRECTORY CHANGE 

 

Please include this corrected email address in your updated (blue cover) 
church directory: Russell Miller russellrodericmiller@gmail.com 

 

NEW ADDRESS 

 

Kathy Jensen 
Trinity Center at Luther Park 
1555 Hull Avenue 
Des Moines, IA  50316 
Phone: (724) 714-9726 
 
Kathy’s daughter, Sonja, writes “She was hospitalized during the 
summer and now resides in a skilled nursing facility at Luther Park.  
Kathy still walks with a walker and can be found most days playing 
scrabble, bingo, or involved with another activity!” 

 

An outreach ministry of 
Atonement Lutheran Church, 
Twelve Corners Presbyterian 
Church, Our Lady Queen of 
Peace/St. Thomas  More   
Parish, and Catholic Family 
Center. Thank you to all the 
volunteers who helped! 
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A Season of Giving 

PLEDGE CARDS 

 

As our Fall Stewardship focus comes to completion, we invite you to 
prayerfully consider making a pledge in support of Atonement's 
mission and ministry. Pledge cards are available on the table in the 
narthex. We thank you for your support and ask that you return your 
pledge card to the church office. 

 

 

WAYS TO GIVE TO ATONEMENT 

 

Cash or Check 
Simple and easy. Just place cash or check in the offering plate or mail 
your check to the church office. 
 
Automatic Bank Payments 
Set this up directly online with your bank, or talk with your bank 
representative to find out how. 
 
Credit Card 
Coming in 2020. Credit card giving through PayPal. Watch for more 
information. 
 
Gift of a Stock, Bond, or Mutual Fund. Contact the church office to find 
out how you can transfer a stock, bond or mutual fund directly 
to Atonement. 
 
Qualified Charitable Distribution from Your IRA 
If you are age 70 ½, contact your financial manager about how may be 
able to make a Qualifying Charitable Distribution from a qualifying 
IRA to fund a gift to Atonement. 
 
Planned Giving 
Consider remembering the church in your will. Talk with your attorney 
or estate planner - and please let us know so that we can thank you! 

 

 

ADVENT GIVING 

 

In the spirit of the season, during Advent we offer the following 
opportunities to bring gifts to benefit others in our community and 
around the world.  A collection table will be placed in the Narthex. 
 
Dec. 1 - Lutheran Disaster Response 
Bringing God's hope, healing and renewal to people whose lives have 
been disrupted by disasters.  Your gifts of cash/checks are 
welcomed.  Envelopes will be provided. 
 
Dec. 8 - Bethany House 
Providing shelter for homeless women and children in Rochester.  Your 
gifts of diapers, baby formula, new or clean, gently-used women's and 
children's winter coats, hats and gloves are welcomed. 
 
Dec. 15 - Asbury Dining Center 
Serving hot, nutritious meals to Rochesterians in need.  Your gifts of 
coffee (regular), powdered creamer, and sugar are welcomed. 
 
Dec. 22 - St. Joseph's Neighborhood Center 
Providing health care to people who lack access to health 
insurance.  We will collect personal-sized hygiene items.  Also $10. 
Gift Cards to Wegmans or Tops, and 2020 calendars. 

 
Thank you for remembering and caring for  

these ministries and those they serve.  
 
 
 

ATONEMENT WISH LIST 

 
We would like to have a small, college dorm-type refrigerator in the 
choir room to make water or other cold drinks available for rehearsals. 
Since we are working hard to be kind to the environment, water would 
be stored in a jug, not individual bottles.  
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 
 1 Kevin & Rebecca Thompson 
 6 Norm Karsten 
 7 Michael Kruidenier 
 8 Mary Teter 
 9 Connor Krapf 
 12 Nancy Heise, Joe Manthey 
 14 Betty Middlebrook 
 16 Alan Kaminsky 
 17 Caroline Bartlett 
 19 Phyllis Hennessey, Meghan Domroes 
 25 Lindsay Lazenby, Jesus 
 26 Nan Westervelt 
 28 Todd Bogumil 

THINGS WILL NEVER BE THE SAME AGAIN 

 
 
Most of us can point out the Big Dipper on a clear, crisp night. We’ve 
heard stories of the North Star and how over the centuries it guided 
travelers. Perhaps you’ve taken an astronomy class or visited a     
planetarium to learn about stars or downloaded your own star finder 
app on your phone to locate constellations. 
 
But what about that one great star that lit the heavens so long ago? 
That one star which led shepherds and their sheep, wise men and their 
camels, and stopped all creatures in their paths to ponder, “What does 
this mean? Where does this lead?” 
 
This star - the Star of Bethlehem - was a miracle, a sign from God. 
Not a piece of the Little Dipper, not a rare glimpse of Saturn or Mars, 
but a sign from God to show all of earth’s creatures that things had 
changed. In fact, this star was God’s signal that things would never 
again be the same. 
 
So where did it go? Will it ever come back? How many of us gaze at 
the night sky on Christmas Eve to see if the heavens look just a little 
brighter…so we, too, can share in the miracle?  
 
I admit that I want to be stopped in my tracks by a bright shining 
light, and witness God’s miracle happening. I, too, want to be led to a 
stable to see and rejoice in this holy baby. I, too, want to follow the 
path of the light and to know, in my heart, that at the end of the path - 
and shining all around it - is God’s love.  
 
So, while planetariums are great and digital media star finders are 

helpful, we know there is more to the miracle of stars. This Christmas, 
if you catch yourself searching the night sky for just a glimpse… rest 

assured that the miracle of God’s love in Jesus has been written on 
your heart, and you will never be the same again.  

Christmas Peace, 

Pastor Gail 

Pastor’s Page       Looking Forward 

December 3  Worship Planning    11:30 AM 
   Board of Ministries      6:00 PM 
 

December 4  Book Group    12:00 Noon  
 

December 8  Worship       9:30 AM 
   Congregational Budget Meeting 10:45 AM 
 

December 10  Board of Ministries         6:00 PM 
 

December 11  Lunch & Laughter   12:00 Noon  
 

December 15  Worship       9:30 AM 
   Sunday School Christmas Pageant 10:30 AM 
 

December 22  Advent Lessons & Carols    9:30 AM 
   No Sunday School or Adult Forum 
 

December 24  Festival Christmas Eve Service   4:00 PM 
   Candlelight Christmas Eve Service   8:00 PM 
 

December 29  Worship      9:30 AM 
   No Sunday School or Adult Forum  
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December 8 

9:30 AM 

December 15 

9:30 AM 

December 22 

9:30 AM 

December 24 

4:00 PM 

December 24 

8:00 PM 

December 29 

9:30 AM 

Assisting 

Minister 

Matt McGill Russell Miller Lindsay Lazenby David Wilkinson David Wilkinson Joanne Scanlon 

Communion 

Assistant 
Sue Hauck Jim Krapf Judy Lazenby 

Sue Hauck 
Betty Middlebrook 

Wally Short Jim Krapf 

Reader Dave Irish Lindee Krapf Barb Granger TBA Russell Miller Kathy Wilkinson 

Children’s 

Moment 

Jess McGill Elizabeth Hanks Karan Thompson Pastor Gail ~~~ Pastor Gail 

Acolyte Alexa Howe Sarah Darder Hudson Lazenby 
Samantha Hauck 
Madison Hauck 
Eva Condemi 

TBA Shannon Howe 

Greeter Jess McGill Carol Pearson Judy Karsten Karan Thompson Kathy Heinig Ann Patterson 

Usher Michael Hauck Jack Teter Norm Karsten 
Tom Thompson 
Michael Hauck 

Bob Heinig Wally Short 

Coffee Host Judy Lazenby 
Barb Sanko  & 

Committee 
~~~ ~~~ ~~~ ~~~ 

Assistant 

Financial Sec. 
Bryan Howe Richard Phelps Norm Karsten ~~~ ~~~ Bryan Howe 

Counter Amy Irish Stew Stover Adam Darder ~~~ ~~~ 
Diane 

Christiansen 

Altar Care Judy Lazenby 

December 2019 Worship Assistant Schedule 
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https://www.facebook.com/atonementlutheranchurch/

