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GATHERING 
 
 
 
PRELUDE    The First Noel 
  
  
WELCOME 
Come! Look upon the baby Jesus, cradled in the arms of his mother. 
Seeing this wondrous sight, may our hearts be filled with joy, and our 
spirits filled with peace. 
  

Come! Listen to the voices of angels announcing Good News to all people. 
Hearing this marvelous song; may we sing: Glory to God in the highest. 
  

Come! Receive this ancient story in your heart as a gift. 
Opening our hearts to this great mystery, may Christ be born in us today. 
  
  
*GATHERING HYMN Good Christian Friends, Rejoice   # 288 
  

  
  

*GREETING AND PEACE 
May the good news of great joy, grace, and peace be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
  
*PRAYER OF THE DAY  
All-powerful and unseen God,  
the coming of your light into our world has brightened weary hearts with 
peace. Call us out of darkness, and empower us to proclaim the birth of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
  

 

 

 

 

 
* = Please Stand As You Are Able 



REFLECTION   Come, Let Us Sing the Lord’s True Birthday 
          -Sister Aileen Lomasney 
  
FIRST READING  Isaiah 52:7-10 
A reading from Isaiah 
  
 7 How beautiful upon the mountains 
  are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 
 who brings good news, 
  who announces salvation, 
  who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 
 8 Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices; 
  together they shout for joy, 
 for in plain sight they see 
  the return of the LORD to Zion. 
 9 Break forth; shout together for joy, 
  you ruins of Jerusalem, 
 for the LORD has comforted his people; 
  he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
 10 The LORD has bared his holy arm 
  before the eyes of all the nations, 
 and all the ends of the earth shall see 
  the salvation of our God.  
  
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
  
  
REFLECTION   When the World Was Dark 
          -John Bell/Graham Maule 
  
  
HYMN    Infant Holy, Infant Lowly    # 276 
  
  
REFLECTION   Star-Giving 
          -Ann Weems 
  

 



SECOND READING  Hebrews 1:1-4 
A reading from Hebrews 
  

1 Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the 
prophets, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he 
appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. 3 He is 
the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he 
sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification for 
sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4 having become as 
much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than 
theirs.  
  
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
  
  
REFLECTION   Christmas In a Troubled Time 
          -Sister Aileen Lomasney 
  
  
HYMN    It Came Upon a Midnight Clear   # 282 
  
  
REFLECTION   How the Light  Comes 
          -Jan Richardson 
  
  
*HOLY GOSPEL  John 1:1-14 
  

The Holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 
  
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through 
him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into 
being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5 The light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness did not overtake it. 
  6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a 
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He himself 
was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9 The true light, which 
enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 



  10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him, yet the 
world did not know him. 11 He came to what was his own, and his own people 
did not accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he 
gave power to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the 
will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
  14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 
glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.  
  

  

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
  
  
*HYMN OF THE DAY All My Heart Again Rejoices   #273 
  
  
*NICENE CREED 
Let us confess our faith, and the faith of the church, with the words of the 
Nicene Creed. 
  

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
  

 



On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
  
  
PRAYERS 

Let us pray for the world in which the Prince of Peace took flesh, saying:  
God of grace;  Hear our prayer. 
  

Receive our prayers, O God, as we behold the light of Christ’s presence, and 
rejoice in the brightness of his glory. Amen. 
  
  
OFFERTORY MUSIC  Cold December Flies Away 
  

Offering gifts and Christmas donations are gratefully received  
in the special Christmas pew envelopes. 

They can be placed in the collection plates located 
near the doors as you exit the Sanctuary. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  



*OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Holy God, your beauty shines forth from the manger and your love flows from 
the cross. As you gather us around these signs of your love, inspire us to extend 
your care among the hungry and all in need. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
  

  

MEAL 
 
 
*GREAT THANKSGIVING 
  
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
  
 
*PROPER PREFACE 
….. we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*SANCTUS  Of the Father’s Love Begotten, verses 1 & 5  # 295 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 
 
*LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray; 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 



DISTRIBUTION  
All are invited to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion; Christ’s body and 
blood truly present in the bread and the wine. 

~Come forward by the center aisle. 
~Children are invited to come forward for a blessing. 
~White grape juice and gluten-free wafers are also available. 
~Dispose of the cup in the basket provided. 

      ~Please tell an usher if you need communion elements brought to your pew.  
 
 

SENDING 

 
 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 
Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this meal we 
have feasted on your grace. May your Word take flesh in us, that we may be 
your holy people, revealing your glory made known to us in Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen. 
  
  
*BLESSING 

May the song of the angels, the joy of the shepherds,  
and the peace of the Christ Child+ be with you this day and always. Amen. 
  
  
*SENDING HYMN  Joy to the World      # 267 
  
  
*DISMISSAL 
Go in peace, to share the gift of Jesus. Thanks be to God. 
  
  
POSTLUDE   We Wish You a Merry Christmas 
       

The congregation is invited to remain for the postlude;  
and following it, to respond with “Amen!” 

  



WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 

Assisting Minister …….…… Joanne Scanlon 
Livestream Recorder…….. Karen Goodyear 
Altar Care ……..……………… Judy Lazenby 

 
 

The Poinsettias Decorating the Sanctuary Are Given By: 
  
Lauren Bufano, Nicole, Danielle, Sophia 
... in honor of Mimi and Papa 
  

Dorothy Haelen, Susan, Tommy 
... in memory of Tom Haelen 
  

Pastor Gail and Pastor Craig Swanson 
... in honor of their congregations 
  

Judy Lazenby 
... in memory of Gary 
… in honor of Jack, Aidan, Melinda, Olivia, Hudson, and Graham 
  

John & Lin Macholz 
… in memory of Barb  
… in honor of Zach, Jasmin, Gloria, Luke, & Matt 
  

Norm & Judy Karsten 
… in honor of our children and grandchildren 
  

Jean Seager 
… in memory of the Zimmer and Seager families 
  

Phyllis Fleming 
… in memory of Fran and Laura Fleming 
  
Becky & David Wiesmore 
... in memory of Donald Sweitzer and Harold Wiesmore 
… in honor of Joanne Sweitzer and Carol Wiesmore 
… in honor of our children Jakob & Louis, Kyle, Cassidy, Abigail 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Atonement Lutheran Church 
  

The Rev. Gail Swanson, Pastor 
Email: pastorgails@aol.com  

Office: (585) 442-1018 
Cell : (614) 477-7863 

  

David McCarthy, Director of Music Ministry 
Becky R. Wiesmore, Administrative Assistant 

  

Welcome to worship,  
…and a special welcome to those who are visiting with us today.  
If you are interested in becoming a member of our congregation  

or learning more about our ministries, please speak to our Pastor. 
 

   

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Church Nursery is available for parents  

to use with their children. 
  

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Atonement Lutheran Church is a gathering of God’s people in Christ called to:  

Invite all people into the presence of the living God,  
Prepare for ministry in daily life and 

Go into the world as disciples 

AN EASY WAY TO GIVE  ~ SCAN HERE  ➔ 
  

Scan this QR code with your smartphone’s camera, tap on the link  
that pops up, and you will be taken directly to Atonement’s giving  
website. If your phone doesn’t automatically scan the code, you may  
need to download   a QR code reader app. Many are available for free in the  
Google Play or Apple App store. Please contact Lindee Krapf if you have any questions. 



Thank you for joining us in worship today! 
 

“and the Word became flesh and lived among us, 

and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father ’s only son, 

full of grace and truth.”  

  

-John 1:14 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit our web site at: www.atonementrochester.org 
Follow us on Facebook: fb.com/atonementlutheranchurch/ 

Contact us via Email: office@atonementrochester.org 
Call us via phone at: (585) 442-1018 

Church Office hours: Tues~Wed~Thurs 9:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m.  

https://www.facebook.com/atonementlutheranchurch/

