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1900 Westfall Road, Rochester, NY 14618 



GATHERING 
 
 
PRELUDE    Your Little Ones, Dear Lord      
   
 
WELCOME 
  
  
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty Savior, Prince of Peace. 
Amen. 
  
Trusting in God’s steadfast love and faithfulness, let us confess our sin. 
  
Silence is kept for reflection. 
  
God of grace, 
we yearn for your presence to transform our grief, pain, and despair. 
We confess that we have not always prepared room in our hearts for your 
love; we have not always recognized your presence among us; we have not 
always embraced your message of peace. 
  

We cry out, weary with the burden of violence, oppression, and fear. 
We confess our failure to make room for those seeking refuge; our 
participation in violent systems that harm your innocent ones; our 
reluctance to embody your good news. 
  

Be born in us today and teach us to sing the joyful song of your salvation. 
Amen. 
  

God’s grace upon grace flows over you.  Christ’s ☩ presence redeems the whole 
of creation. Your sins are forgiven. Let the earth rejoice and be glad! 
Amen. 
  

 
 
* = Please Stand As You Are Able 



*PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
 
*GATHERING HYMN Hark! The Herald Angels Sing   # 270 
  
  
*GREETING 
 The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, be with you all.  
And also with you. 
  
  
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O Lord God,  
you know that we cannot place our trust in our own powers. As you protected 
the infant Jesus, so defend us and all the needy from harm and adversity, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
  

  
  

WORD 
 
 
FIRST READING  Isaiah 63:7-9 
A reading from Isaiah 
  
 7 I will recount the gracious deeds of the LORD, 
  the praiseworthy acts of the LORD, 
 because of all that the LORD has done for us 
  and the great favor to the house of Israel 
 that he has shown them according to his mercy, 
  according to the abundance of his steadfast love. 
 8 For he said, “Surely they are my people, 
  children who will not act deceitfully,” 
 and he became their savior 
  9 in all their distress. 
 



     It was no messenger or angel 
  but his presence that saved them; 
 in his love and pity it was he who redeemed them; 
  he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old.  
   
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
  
SECOND READING  Hebrews 2:10-18 
A reading from Hebrews  
 

10 It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in 
bringing many children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation 
perfect through sufferings. 11 For the one who sanctifies and those who are 
sanctified all have one Father. For this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call them 
brothers and sisters, 12 saying, 
 “I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters; 
  in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.” 
13 And again, 
 “I will put my trust in him.” 
And again, 
 “Here am I and the children whom God has given me.” 
  14 Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise 
shared the same things, so that through death he might destroy the one who 
has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and free those who all their lives 
were held in slavery by the fear of death. 16 For it is clear that he did not come to 
help angels but the descendants of Abraham. 17 Therefore he had to become like 
his brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he might become a merciful 
and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement 
for the sins of the people. 18 Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, 
he is able to help those who are being tested.  
  

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming             # 272 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*HOLY GOSPEL   Matthew 2:13-23 
  

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
13 Now after [the magi] had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 
dream and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and 
remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to 
destroy him.” 14 Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and 
went to Egypt 15 and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill 
what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have 
called my son.” 
 

  16 When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he was infuriated, 
and he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two 
years old or under, according to the time that he had learned from the 
magi. 17 Then what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: 
 18 “A voice was heard in Ramah, 
  wailing and loud lamentation, 
 Rachel weeping for her children; 
  she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.” 
 

  19 When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to 
Joseph in Egypt and said, 20 “Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the 
land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.” 21 Then 
Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of 
Israel. 22 But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling Judea in place of his 
father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he 
went away to the district of Galilee. 23 There he made his home in a town called 
Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets might be 
fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazarene.”  
  
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
  
  
SERMON 
  
  
*HYMN OF THE DAY Away in a Manger     # 278 
  

  



*NICENE CREED 

Let us confess our faith, and the faith of the Church, with the words of the 
Nicene Creed. 
  
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
  

  



PRAYERS 

Rejoicing in the light of Christ that shines upon us, we pray for the church, the 
world, and all people according to their needs.  
God of grace and peace, Hear our prayer.  
  

Receive our prayers, O God, as we behold the light of Christ’s presence, and  
rejoice in the brightness of his glory. Amen. 
  
  
OFFERTORY MUSIC  ‘Twas In the Moon of Wintertime 
  

Offering gifts and Christmas donations are gratefully received  
in the special Christmas pew envelopes. 

They can be placed in the collection plates located 
near the doors as you exit the Sanctuary. 

  
  
*OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Holy God, your beauty shines forth from the manger and your love flows from 
the cross. As you gather us around these signs of your love come among us, 
warm us to extend your care among the hungry and all in need. In Jesus’ name 
we pray. Amen. 
  

  

  
  

MEAL 
 
 
*GREAT THANKSGIVING 
  
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



 *PROPER PREFACE 
….. we praise your holy name and sing: 
 
 
*SANCTUS  Of the Father’s Love Begotten, verses 1, 5  # 295 
  

  

  
       
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray; 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
DISTRIBUTION  
All are invited to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion; Christ’s body and 
blood truly present in the bread and the wine. 

~Come forward by the center aisle. 
~Children are invited to come forward for a blessing. 
~White grape juice and gluten-free wafers are also available. 
~Dispose of the cup in the basket provided. 

      ~Please tell an usher if you need communion elements brought to your pew.  
 
 
 

SENDING 
 

 
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Incarnate God,  
you are among us at this table. May we treasure this gift and  ponder in our 
hearts the mystery of your presence. Move us to discover the wonders of your 
love in the everyday moments of our lives, through Christ born   in us. Amen. 
  
  
*BENEDICTION 

Almighty God, grant that in this new year we may know your presence,  

see your love at work, and live in the light of Jesus;  

in the name of the Father, the Son + and the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
  

  
  



*SENDING HYMN Go Tell It On the Mountain     # 297 
  
 
*DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the joy of Christ. Thanks be to God. 
  
  
POSTLUDE   Good Christian Friends, Rejoice 
       

The congregation is invited to remain for the postlude;  
and following it, to respond with “Amen!” 

  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

that Jesus Christ is born 

 
 



WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We welcome Pastor Joachim Wilck as our preacher  

and presider this morning and offer our  

gratitude and appreciation for his ministry with us. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assisting Minister …….…… Jean Seager 
Usher ……………………………. Tom Thompson 
Livestream Recorder …….. David Irish 
Counters .………………….…. Amy Irish, Jim Krapf 
Altar Care ……..……………… Judy Lazenby 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
  
END OF YEAR GIVING 
*TODAY* THANK YOU for your faithful giving and financial support of 
Atonement during this past year! Please be aware that all end-of-year offerings 
are still being gratefully received. In order to make sure your financial 
contribution is included on your giving statement for this year, all offering 
contributions for 2025 must be received in the church office by *TODAY*. 
  
  
FIRST FRIDAY FRIENDS 
There will be NO First Friday Friends group meeting this Friday, January 2nd. We 
look forward to seeing you in February! 
  
  
DECEMBER OFFICE CLOSURE INFO 
Please note that the church office will be CLOSED December 31st and January 
1st. The office will be OPEN December 30th. 
  
  
CHRIST IN OUR HOMES NOW AVAILABLE 
The Christ In Our Homes devotional booklet for January~February~March 
2026 is now available. You can find copies on the table in the narthex or in the 
church office. 
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Atonement Lutheran Church 
  

The Rev. Gail Swanson, Pastor 
Email: pastorgails@aol.com  

Office: (585) 442-1018 
Cell : (614) 477-7863 

  

David McCarthy, Director of Music Ministry 
Becky R. Wiesmore, Administrative Assistant 

  

Welcome to worship,  
…and a special welcome to those who are visiting with us today.  
If you are interested in becoming a member of our congregation  

or learning more about our ministries, please speak to our Pastor. 
 

   

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Church Nursery is available for parents  

to use with their children. 
  

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Atonement Lutheran Church is a gathering of God’s people in Christ called to:  

Invite all people into the presence of the living God,  
Prepare for ministry in daily life and 

Go into the world as disciples 

AN EASY WAY TO GIVE  ~ SCAN HERE  ➔ 
  

Scan this QR code with your smartphone’s camera, tap on the link  
that pops up, and you will be taken directly to Atonement’s giving  
website. If your phone doesn’t automatically scan the code, you may  
need to download   a QR code reader app. Many are available for free in the  
Google Play or Apple App store. Please contact Lindee Krapf if you have any questions. 



Thank you for joining us in worship today! 
 

“It was no messenger or angel but his presence that saved them; 

in his love and pity it was he who redeemed them; 

he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old.”  

  

-Isaiah 63:9 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit our web site at: www.atonementrochester.org 
Follow us on Facebook: fb.com/atonementlutheranchurch/ 

Contact us via Email: office@atonementrochester.org 
Call us via phone at: (585) 442-1018 

Church Office hours: Tues~Wed~Thurs 9:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m.  

https://www.facebook.com/atonementlutheranchurch/

