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Wednesday, December 24th at 4:00 p.m. 

Candlelight Christmas Eve Service 

O Come, Let Us Adore Him! 

 
Thursday, December 25th at 9:30 a.m. 

Christmas Day Service 

Good Christian Friends, Rejoice! 

 
Sunday, December 28th at 9:30 a.m. 

First Sunday After Christmas 

He came down that we may have love;  

Hallelujah forevermore! 

SPECIAL THANKS 
...to all who baked cookies, set up and cleaned up coffee hours, shoveled sidewalks, 

shared their gift of music, donated Angel Tree gifts and supported our Advent Giving 

Outreach, set up our sanctuary Christmas Tree, hung ornaments and decorated window 

sills, assisted with Pageant costumes and children, prepared the sanctuary for Advent and 

Christmas, and to all those who helped in ways large and small during this holy season as 

we prepare to celebrate the birth of the Christ Child! 

CHRISTMAS ENVELOPES 
As Christmas approaches, please consider an extra gift to Atonement, using the 

Christmas Offering Envelopes in the pew racks. If you would like to give an additional 

gift electronically or via check, please indicate this as a "Christmas Donation."   

THANK YOU for the continued support you provide to Atonement!  

END OF YEAR GIVING 
THANK YOU for your faithful giving and financial support of Atonement during this past 

year! Please be aware that all end-of-year offerings are still being gratefully received. In 

order to make sure your financial contribution is included on your giving statement for 

this year, all offering contributions for 2025 must be received in the church office by 

Sunday, December 28th. 

NEWSLETTER NEWS 
This is the last Midweek Message for 2025. We’ll see you in the new year on January 7th! 
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS  
   

 4     John Tokoli 

        Dan Westervelt 

 6     Kathy Heinig 

 7     Desiree Wolfe 

 12   Andrew Spillane 

18   Sarah Darder 

22   Madison Hauck 

24   Andrea Fleishman 

26   Sarah Kelly 

30   Judy Lazenby 

DECEMBER OFFICE CLOSURE INFO 
Please note that the church office will be CLOSED  

December 23rd through the 26th, and on December 31st and January 1st.  

The office will be OPEN December 30th. 

WITH OUR SYMPATHY 
We offer our sympathy and prayers to Sue Boyle upon the death of her father, John Boyle, 

on December 17th. “Rest eternal grant him, O Lord; and let light perpetual shine upon him.” 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO UN-DECK THE HALLS 
Tuesday, January 4th following worship  

Please join us following worship to put away the window crèches, the large crèche in the 

Chancel, and help prepare the Sanctuary for the season of Epiphany. 

CLICK ON OUR MUSIC LINKS 
“Next to the Word of God, Music Deserves the Highest Praise”     -Martin Luther 
 

Joy to the World (2017) - Gabriel Trumpet Ensemble & The Tabernacle Choir I hope 

we’re not too sick of Christmas music! I’ve tried to pick a couple of pieces that are classy 

and interesting. Here’s “Joy to the World,” a song that definitely wants brass. Here we 

get handbells as well.  

 

VOCES8 & Classic FM - 'Gabriel's Message' Christmas music is usually either very big 

(like the last one), or very intimate. For the latter, there are a lot of lullabies, and quiet 

adoration of the animals, but I like “Gabriel’s Message.” It’s Basque, and depicts the 

scene where Mary learns she’s to be the mother of God. The lyrics and melody are of 

course great, but this arrangement has some super harmonies as well. Sherry, Leah, and I 

wish all our Atonement friends a very merry Christmas! I’m looking forward to a 2026 

filled with music-making at church.  

CHECK OUT OUR REMY REWARD! 
Be sure to check out our ‘Go Into the World’ bulletin board across from the Conference 

Room. You can see the positive impact from the support we offer our communities! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7r3VVMUhAxU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EAsLEYWtIkY
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LOOK WHO CAME TO SEE THE BABY! 
 

ANGEL TREE THANKS 
Over 100 items decorated our Angel Tree during this Advent season. Hats, 

mittens, socks, scarves, and lots of plush, stuffed animals were packed and 

delivered by Nan Westervelt to Renaissance Academy. Thank you to all 

who brought items to donate, especially some of Atonement’s youth who 

donated their “stuffies.”  Your gifts will warm the hearts and hands of many 

Rochester children.  
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Come Worship With Us … Everyone Is Welcome! 
 

9:30 a.m. Sunday Morning Worship Or Livestream on our Facebook Page 

Website: www.atonementrochester.org Facebook: fb.com/atonementlutheranchurch 

Day Date Time Event Location 

Wednesday Dec. 24th 4:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Candlelight Service Sanctuary 

Thursday Dec. 25th 9:30 a.m. Christmas Day Worship Sanctuary 

Sunday Dec. 28th 9:30 a.m. Sunday Worship Sanctuary 

Sunday Jan. 4th 9:30 a.m. Sunday Worship Sanctuary 

Sunday Jan. 4th 10:30 a.m. Fellowship/Coffee Hour Reissig Hall 

Sunday Jan. 4th 10:30 a.m. Help Us Un-deck the Halls Sanctuary 

Looking Ahead 

1900 Westfall Road, Rochester  NY  14618  

Church Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m. on Tuesday ~ Wednesday ~ Thursday 

Phone: (585) 442-1018 Email: office@atonementrochester.org 

The Rev. Gail Swanson, Pastor 

Jesus, 

The Word. 

Emmanuel. God. 

God with us. God loving  

us. God hearing us. God living  

with us. God rejoicing with us. God  

crying with us. God with compassionate  

care for us. God of the fearful, the hopeful,  

the excluded, the included. God with forgiveness,  

healing, mercy, grace, and freedom for us. God  

the baby. The child. The immigrant. The outcast. The  

persecuted. The sacrificed. The resurrected. The Savior.  

The Alpha. The Omega. All for love. All for us. 

God. Emmanuel. 

The Word.  

Jesus. 


