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TWO NEW YEAR VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
 

You can help us provide simple refreshments during Fellowship time following 

worship. We have paper goods! Volunteers are needed to prepare coffee/tea 

and a small snack in Reissig Hall … and to clean up afterward. If you don’t know 

how to use a coffee maker, don’t worry! We have simple instructions posted that 

you can follow. The Fellowship Host signup sheet is on the table in the narthex. 

ADULT FORUM/FELLOWSHIP HOUR 
Sunday, January 11th following worship  

Please join us in Reissig Hall following worship for conversation, beverages, and snacks. 

This week we will be hearing from a BMGLF Grant Recipient, Agape Haven of Abundance. 

Their mission  is to empower the Edgerton community by providing its people with 

resources, education, and support to help them thrive as members of the community.   Its 

programs include:  Youth Empowerment, Hunger Relief, Summer Enrichment, Work-

Based Training, and Community Corrections.  

Have you every enjoyed watching our service on the church Facebook page? 

Each week, we record our services so that those unable to make it out to 

church can still ‘attend’ worship. We’re looking for a few more assistants to 

help with the recording. Can you spare one Sunday per month to help with 

this important outreach service? Please contact Andrew Spillane, Dave Irish, Karen 

Goodyear, Pastor Gail, or the church office if you’d like to help. Please don’t hesitate… 

instructions and training will be provided! 

BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 
Sunday, January 11th at 9:30 a.m.  

Join us in person or livestream via our Facebook page. As Jesus was baptized in 

the waters of a river, we too are washed in the waters of baptism, anointed by 

the Spirit, and named God’s beloved children. 

2026 OFFERING ENVELOPES 
2026 Offering Envelopes are on the table in the narthex for those that requested them.  
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CLICK ON OUR MUSIC LINKS 
“Next to the Word of God, Music Deserves the Highest Praise”     -Martin Luther 
 

Joy to the World (2017) - Gabriel Trumpet Ensemble & The Tabernacle Choir I hope 

we’re not too sick of Christmas music! I’ve tried to pick a couple of pieces that are classy 

and interesting. Here’s “Joy to the World,” a song that definitely wants brass. Here we 

get handbells as well.  

 

VOCES8 & Classic FM - 'Gabriel's Message' Christmas music is usually either very big 

(like the last one), or very intimate. For the latter, there are a lot of lullabies, and quiet 

adoration of the animals, but I like “Gabriel’s Message.” It’s Basque, and depicts the 

scene where Mary learns she’s to be the mother of God. The lyrics and melody are of 

course great, but this arrangement has some super harmonies as well. Sherry, Leah, and I 

wish all our Atonement friends a very merry Christmas! I’m looking forward to a 2026 

filled with music-making at church.  

 

 

CHOIR PRACTICE 
All are welcome to join us on Thursday evenings at 7:00 p.m. in the choir loft. 

OUR WEB SITE IS WWW.ATONEMENTROCHESTER.ORG 
Please be sure to check out our website. You can read about our history, find info on the 

BMGLF and Golf Tournament, click on craft and activity links for kids, see monthly 

newsletters and bulletins, download Facility Use request forms, check out our Events 

Calendar to see what’s happening in the building, donate directly to Atonement, view our 

Wish List, and so much more!  

TOOLS WISH LIST 
On the Atonement website, you will also find a new Tools Wish List. A group of our 

building volunteers have recently compiled a list of various tools that would be helpful to 

have at Atonement for small repairs and maintenance jobs.  
 

Interested in helping? You can have items shipped directly to Atonement if you prefer, or 

purchase items locally on your own and drop them off in the church office. We thank you 

for your generous support in helping us maintain our church home! Click here to view: 

our Tools Wish List 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7r3VVMUhAxU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EAsLEYWtIkY
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/3NBR0QLE4UTLQ/ref=nav_wishlist_lists_2
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BULLETIN BOARD INFO 
Have you checked out our bulletin boards along the office hallway lately? You can find a 

board with information on upcoming Adult Forum topics and dates; see thank you notes, 

cards, and articles about our members; check out what’s going on with the Barbara 

Macholz-Grimaldi Legacy fund grants; see the names of our members; read updates and 

learn about the positive impact Atonement has had on our community; sign up for small 

maintenance tasks to help keep our building running smoothly & view information on 

local area events and organizations; and enjoy our seasonal board display. 

KIDS’ PAGE: BORED IN JANUARY 
Now that the Christmas and New Year holidays are over, do you feel like saying “I’m bored!” 
to the grown-ups in your life? Here are a few things to think about and a few things to do to 
keep busy in January. Have fun! 
 
Did you know? 
• January is the coldest month of the year in the Northern Hemisphere, and the warmest 

month of the year in the Southern Hemisphere. 
• If you were born in January, your birthstone is the garnet. 
• Lots of famous people were born in January, like Louis Braille, George Washington 

Carver, Ben Franklin, Buzz Aldrin, and Jackie Robinson.  
• Lots of important things happened in January! Go to the library or use a computer to 

look up and learn about the Emancipation Proclamation (1863), Gold being discovered in 
California (1848), and the 13th Amendment being passed (1865).  

 
Holidays in January  
Throughout the whole year, there are lots of small holidays you can have fun with. You can 
look up daily holidays online. It’s a good way to think of something to do if you’re feeling 
bored. Did you sleep in last Saturday on January 3rd? It was the Festival of Sleep Day! Some 
other  fun January holidays to enjoy are Old Rock Day (7th), Earth’s Rotation Day (8th), Learn 
Your Name In Morse Code Day (11th), National Rubber Ducky Day (13th), Strawberry Ice 
Cream Day (15th), National Imagination Day (19th), Squirrel Appreciation Day (21st), Observe 
the Weather Day (25th), Lego Day (28th), and Draw a Dinosaur Day (30th). 
 
Click on the underlined links for instructions on Things To Do in January 
You could celebrate these days by starting a rock collection, making a paper maché Earth, 
learning Morse code, taking a bubble bath, making home made ice cream, writing a story, 
watching some squirrels with binoculars, checking out a book from the library about 
weather, building something with Legos, or drawing a dinosaur. There are lots of things we 
can do every day before we say “I’m bored!” 

https://www.uaf.edu/museum/education/kids-families/hands-on-programs/virtualearlyexplorers/pdfs/Paper-Mache-Earth-Activity.pdf
https://teachbesideme.com/morse-code-alphabet-chart-for-kids-free-printable-fun-activities/
https://cookingarthome.com/2025/07/28/make-your-own-strawberry-ice-cream-at-home/#goog_rewarded
https://howtodrawforkids.com/how-to-draw-a-dinosaur/
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Come Worship With Us … Everyone Is Welcome! 
 

9:30 a.m. Sunday Morning Worship Or Livestream on our Facebook Page 

Website: www.atonementrochester.org Facebook: fb.com/atonementlutheranchurch 

Day Date Time Event Location 

Thursday Jan. 8th 7:00 p.m. Choir rehearsal Choir Loft 

Sunday Jan. 11th 9:30 a.m. Sunday Worship Sanctuary 

Sunday Jan. 11th 10:30 a.m. Adult Forum/Coffee Hour Reissig Hall 

     

     

     

Looking Ahead 

1900 Westfall Road, Rochester  NY  14618  

Church Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m. on Tuesday ~ Wednesday ~ Thursday 

Phone: (585) 442-1018 Email: office@atonementrochester.org 

The Rev. Gail Swanson, Pastor 

Epiphany Now 
 

Epiphany is a cracking of  

the ice underfoot. The frozen world 

starts giving way to something else– 

the branches sparkle in the moonlight, 

a star leads to a barn,  

the beauty of the deep structure  

of things is revealed.  

We begin to wonder:  

maybe every baptism announces  

God’s love. Maybe water always  

has been wine. Maybe we are all 

prophets of liberation. Maybe every 

day’s work holds abundance.  

The poor and sad and persecuted  

have always been the blessed.  

Perhaps we are always dancing  

on the stars and just don’t notice.  

Not until an epiphany. 
 

-Diana Butler Bass 

Camels journey to see the Christ child. 


