
  

 

Atonement Tidings July 2019 

 
Dear Atonement Friends: 
 
 
Thank you. 
 
 
Two short words to express my  
gratitude for the Celebration of the 
30th Anniversary of my Ordination. 
 
 
Thank you for the lovely flowers, 
cards and reception…for the      
Timeline of Ministry….and for my 
favorite festive beverage: Diet Dr. 
Pepper! 
 
 
Most especially, my deep thanks for 
the donation made in my honor to 
Lake Chautauqua Lutheran Center, a 
place which has been a significant 
part of the fabric of my life since I 
was a child.  The beautifully  
engraved stone and 12 chairs are 
now in place in an outdoor seating 
area in front of the Retreat Center for 
many to enjoy.  Such a perfect gift! 
 
 
 

 
Your thoughtful gift reminded me that I 
once considered writing an article entitled 
“Ten Reasons I’m Glad to be a Pastor.” 
Now I know what to write: 
 

1.Grace given when I need it the most. 
2.Forgiveness that comes when I least 

deserve it. 
3.Children and youth who bring joy and 

delight.  
4.The opportunity to ask my own faith 

questions aloud when I preach. 
5.Great music, liturgy and hymns which 

fill my heart and soul. 
6.My Christmas and Easter holidays are 

all planned. 
7.Learning important faith – and  
 life - lessons through the wisdom of  
 others. 
8.Seeing the love of Christ on the faces 

of those who put love into practice. 
9.Finally understanding that it really is 

all about Jesus. 
10.A congregation just like you! 
 
 

With my appreciation and love, 
 

Pastor Gail  

A WORD OF THANKS 
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Barbara Christine Macholz Grimaldi (September 15, 1986 - June 14, 
2019), died peacefully surrounded by loved ones following her three 
year, eight month barrage against metastatic breast cancer. Dear wife of 
Matthew John Grimaldi, beloved daughter of John and Linda  Macholz; 
little sister of Zachary (Jasmin Farsi and    Gloria); daughter-in-law of 
Janet and Dominick Grimaldi, sister-in-law of Dana Condon (Ben) and 
Catherine Spicer (Chad).  
 
Barbie was born and raised in New York, before moving to Pennsylvania 
to secure her Bachelor's Degree in English and  Spanish from  
Muhlenberg College. After college, she spent time in New York City and 
Chicago pursuing work in development and communications for  
non-profit organizations focused on alleviating poverty. In addition to 
spending time with her loved ones,  Barbie was proud to be a Lutheran, 
loved the island of Martha's Vineyard, and thought sheep and dogs were 
the creme de la creme. Also-Wegmans is the best-Always! 
  
In lieu of flowers contributions may be made to the Public Interest Law 
Center of Philadelphia. (www.pubintlaw.org/donate). The Public Interest 
Law Center develops innovative legal strategies to advance the civil,   
social, and economic rights of communities facing discrimination,       
inequality, and poverty. Beyond solving an individual's situation, the 
Center's combined use of litigation, community education, advocacy, and  
organizing, has efficiently helped communities design and secure their 
own systemic  access to fundamental resources and services since the 
Civil Rights Movement. 
  
Contributions may also be made to Atonement Lutheran Church, 1900   
Westfall Road, Rochester, NY 14618. Atonement is the congregation in 
which Barb grew up and which has been such a blessing to her and her      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
family, especially during these 
past years of her battle. Barb's 
family wants to thank all of the 
staff (especially Dr. David 
Mintzer) from the oncologists to 
the people who transported Barb in wheelchairs or hospital beds or   
prepared her trays of food during  hospital stays - at both Pennsylvania 
Hospital and Memorial Sloan Kettering - for their immense care and 
kindness throughout the course of Barb's disease. 
 
Visitation with the family will take place on Friday, June 28 at     
Atonement Lutheran Church from 6-8:30 pm. A Memorial Service will 
be held on Saturday, June 29 at 11:00 am at The Lutheran Church of the 
Incarnate Word, 597 East Avenue, Rochester, NY 14607. A reception 
will follow.   

In Christ, 
   
    
 
 

Rev. John S. Macholz, Bishop 

BARBARA MACHOLZ GRIMALDI  

http://www.pubintlaw.org/donate
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CHURCH NEWS 

BLESSINGS AND CONGRATULATIONS  
TO OUR GRADUATES 

LEMONADE ON THE LAWN 

 
On Sundays, we will be gathering outdoors after   
worship near the playground to enjoy some light             
refreshments and fellowship.  If you are willing to be 
a host for Lemonade on the Lawn, please sign up on 
the sheet posted on the Narthex bulletin board.  Paper 
goods are supplied.  Refreshments usually include 
beverages and cookies, or fruit, or any treat of your 
choosing.  Thank you!  

Meghan Domroes graduated from Penfield High School and will be 
attending Syracuse University in the fall. 
 

Connor Krapf graduated from Pittsford Mendon High School and will 
be attending the University of Delaware in the fall. 
 

Michael Kruidenier graduate from The State University of New York 
at Binghamton with a degree in Psychology. 

CALLING ALL GARDENERS! 
 

This year we are looking to form a  
gardening club to oversee the vegetable 
garden.   All produce to be donated to 
the Pittsford Food Cupboard.  Like to 
work outside? Want to glorify God in 
the helping of others? Join the club! 
Sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board. 

LETTER TO CONGREGATION  

June 11, 2019 
 

Dear Member of Atonement Lutheran Church, 
 

Over the past 11 years I have had the joy and privilege of serving as this 
congregation's Director of Music Ministries. Sadly, I must inform you 
that my time of service at Atonement Lutheran Church now draws to an 
end. I have tendered my resignation effective July 31, 2019 and will 
lead music in worship for the final time on Sunday, July 28. 
 
This spring a former colleague of my wife’s launched a campaign to 
recruit her for the leadership team at the Office of Development for 
Dartmouth Hitchcock Hospital and the Geisel School of Medicine.   
After considerable prayer and discernment we have chosen to relocate 
to Hanover, New Hampshire so that she can pursue this amazing       
opportunity.  The move has the additional benefit of bringing us within 
an hour’s drive of my parents’ homes in Northeastern Vermont.  
 
I have treasured my calling to this congregation and will miss it on both 
a professional and personal level. I will continue to pray for the stirring 
of the Holy Spirit among God’s people in this place and ask for your 
prayers for Elizabeth, Greta, Eli and I throughout the coming transition. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to serve Atonement Lutheran Church 
during our journey in faith. 
 
In Christ, 

 

 

Joshua Brown 
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DISCIPLESHIP 

 
ASBURY DINING CENTER MINISTRY 

 

Help serve folks at the Asbury Dining and Caring Center on East Ave 
on Sunday July 7 from 11:30 to 1:30. Children over age 10 and adults 
welcome. Please sign up on the Narthex bulletin board!  

 
BRIGHTON FOOD DEPOT 

 

Thank you for your consistently generous 
donations of food items for the Brighton 
Food Depot.  During the month of July, 
we will collect canned fruits and          
vegetables for BFD.   

YOUTH AND YOUNG FAMILIES POOL PARTY 
SUNDAY, JULY 28TH  

  

     SAVE THE DATE!  All families with 
small children through teenagers are        
invited to a family fun pool party on     
Sunday July 28th directly after church. 
The event will be held at Joanne 
Scanlon’s home at 1633 Rush Henrietta 
Town Line Rd, Rush NY. Hots and   
burgers will be provided.  Bring your 
own drinks and a dish to share. Don’t 
forget the sunscreen! 

Sign-up sheet is posted in the narthex. 
For more information please contact      

Joanne Scanlon at 585-269-8423 

CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILY MINISTRY 

 
 Confirmation Day June 9, 2019 

Madison Hauck and Eva Condemi  

INVITATION FOR VBS 
 
The children of Atonement 
are invited to Vacation  
Bible School (VBS) at St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Church in 
Pittsford. VBS will be held 
August 19th-23rd, 2019 
from 9:00 - 12:00 pm. If 
interested, please register 
via the link on St Paul’s 
website: http://
www.stpaulspittsford.org/ 
Please contact Amy 
Schrlau with any questions. 

https://maps.google.com/?q=1633+Rush+Henrietta+Town+Line+Rd,+Rush+NY&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=1633+Rush+Henrietta+Town+Line+Rd,+Rush+NY&entry=gmail&source=g
http://www.stpaulspittsford.org/
http://www.stpaulspittsford.org/
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CALENDAR 

July 7     Worship                     9:30 AM 
                         Lemonade on the Lawn     10:45 AM 
 
July 11   Worship Planning Meeting      11:30 AM 
     
July 14     Worship          9:30 AM 
   Lemonade on the Lawn     10:45 AM 
        
July  16     Board of Ministries Meeting       6:00 PM
      
     
July 21   Worship          9:30 AM 
   Lemonade on the Lawn     10:45 AM 
 
July 28   Worship          9:30 AM 
   Lemonade on the Lawn     10:45 AM
         Youth and Young Families Pool Party           After Worship 

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS AND JOYS 
 
Members: Betty Browne, Karen Grover, Helen Pearson,            
Josh Brown, Amy Condemi, Harlan Granger, Judy Karsten. 
 
Friends and Family: Judy and David Ballerstein, Kathy Doherty, 
Jeff, Richard Kress, Judy Price, Mark, Erika, Jeffery Auer. 

CONGREGATIONAL CARE 

July Birthdays 
 

2 Don Grover, Sharon Darder 
4 Skip Waterstreet, Keith Condemi, Joshua Brown 
5 Betty Browne 
6 John Bartlett 
9 Emerson LeVan 
16 Barbara Granger 
17 Sue Howe 
18 David McGill, Laura Bell 
20 Elizabeth Hanks 
21 Dawson and Savannah Brown, Timothy Baker 
27 Jim Krapf, Lori Love 
 
 

July Anniversaries 
 
3 Russell Miller and Todd Graber 
6 Josh and Elizabeth Brown 
10 Jim & Lois Rau, Harlan and Barbara Granger 
20 Richard & Lynne Phelps 
26 Bob & Kathy Heinig 
 

Welcome to Elizabeth Hanks and her sons Miguel and Rafael, who 
have transferred their membership to Atonement. 
 
Congratulations and Blessings to Jeff and Amy Fisher upon the birth 
of their daughter, Emily Catherine, on May 26. 
 
Congratulations and Blessings to Brian and Cassie Spillane upon the 
birth of their daughter, Lillian Marcia, on June 14. 
 
Our Sympathy and Prayers to Eric Domroes and his family upon the 
death of his mother, Marge, on June 16. 

Thank You Note From Judy Karsten:  

Dear Atonement Friends, 

       Thank you for the get well cards and healing prayers you have sent 
following my nasty fall. I am so thankful for you! 

 Judy Karsten  
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JUNE 2019 

  
JULY 7 
9:30 AM 

JULY 14 
9:30 AM 

JULY 21 
9:30 AM 

JULY 28 
9:30 AM 

Assisting 
Minister 

Joanne Scanlon Joanne Scanlon  Russell Miller Matt McGill  

Communion 
Assistant 

Betty Middlebrook Sue Hauck Judy Lazenby Wally Short 

Reader Susan Touhsaent Jim Krapf Kathy Wilkinson Jess McGill 

Children’s 
Moment 

Pastor Gail Swanson Elizabeth Hanks Elizabeth Dollhopf-Brown Karan Thompson 

Acolyte Alexa Howe  Samantha Howe Greta Brown Sarah Darder 

Greeter Ann Patterson Andrea Fleishman Jean Seager Carol Pearson 

Usher John Tokoli Michael Hauck Norm Karsten Karen Goodyear 

Lemonade Host Judy Lazenby Pastor Gail Swanson TBA TBA 

Assistant 
Financial Sec. 

John Kruidenier Bob Touhsaent Bryan Howe Norm Karsten 

Counter Diane Christianson Nancy Heise Amy Irish Jack Teter 

Altar Care          Judy Lazenby                  
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https://www.facebook.com/atonementlutheranchurch/

