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SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
Sunday, July 12h at 9:30 a.m. 

Join us in person or livestream via our Facebook page. God’s word is like the rain that 

waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. 

Even from what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest.   
 

Please help our Transitional Pastor Doug Stewart and other guest Pastors in learning the 

names of members & friends by wearing your name tag each Sunday in worship. 

RED, WHITE, AND BLUE FOOD COLLECTION 
We will be collecting items to stock the Pittsford Food Cupboard with some 

pantry staples through the month of July. In celebration of Independence Day, 

we invite you to consider red, white, and blue food items and/or food packaging. For 

example, foods could be canned tomatoes, white rice, blueberry muffin mix, OR items 

could be packaged in red, white, or blue boxes, bags, or cans.   
 

Some suggested items are: beans, tuna, cereal, peanut butter, pasta sauce, and blueberry 

muffin mix. A table is set up in the Narthex to collect your donations.  

PARKING LOT MAINTENANCE RESCHEDULED 
Monday, July 13th AND Tuesday, July 14th 

Due to rain, the church parking lot has been re-scheduled to be sealed 

on Monday, July 13th and should not be used for 48 hours. Please do not 

drive on, or park in, the parking lot this coming Monday or Tuesday. 

Thank you. 

NAME TAGS 
You can find your name tag on the updated name tag 

wall in the narthex. Tags are stored alphabetically 

by last name. If you are unable to find your name 

tag, or need one made, please let us know! 

 

You can contact the office at (595) 442-1018 or Email 

office@atonementrochester.org with a request. 
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PASTOR’S PAGE:  For Everything There Is A Season... by Pr. Doug Stewart 
 

“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven…” 

~ Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 

 

There are days when grief feels like an unexpected thunderstorm, rolling in without 

warning. The sky may have been clear only moments before, and then suddenly the heart 

grows heavy again. A familiar song. An empty chair. A birthday. A scent carried on the 

breeze. Grief has a way of reminding us that love always leaves fingerprints on the soul. 

 

For a long time I believed grief was something to “get through.” I imagined there was a 

finish line somewhere ahead where the sadness would finally give way to peace. But in my 

own seasons of grief, I have begun to learn something different—something quieter and, 

perhaps, holier. 

 

I am learning the art of simply letting myself be. 

 

If today is a day of tears, then perhaps today is simply a day for tears. If tomorrow brings 

laughter, then laughter becomes tomorrow’s gift. If another day is marked by anger, 

confusion, exhaustion, or gratitude, I no longer feel quite so compelled to argue with those 

emotions or hurry them along. Instead, I am slowly learning to welcome them as travelers 

who stay only as long as they must. 

 

Ecclesiastes reminds us that life unfolds in seasons. There is “a time to weep, and a time to 

laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance.” Notice that Scripture does not rank one 

season above another. It does not suggest that laughter is more faithful than tears or that 

strength is more virtuous than vulnerability. Each season belongs. Each has something to 

teach us. 

 

Nature understands this better than we often do. 

 

The great oak never apologizes for standing bare in winter. The river does not rush 

because the ice has slowed its current. A garden does not bloom every day of the year. 

The earth itself trusts that every season has its purpose, and beneath the frozen ground, 

life is quietly preparing for spring. 

 

Perhaps our souls deserve the same grace. 

 

Grief is not a straight road. It is more like walking through a forest where the light changes 

with every step. Sometimes we find ourselves standing in warm sunshine. Sometimes 

beneath deep shadows. Sometimes we discover that what felt impossible yesterday is 

somehow bearable today. And sometimes we must sit on a moss-covered log, breathe 

deeply, and simply rest. 
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 The Summer Season 

 

Some of the finest moments are 

Unscripted. Some of the sweetest 

Memories are found in the  

Most unexpected corners. 

Embrace the mystery, as that’s where 

Real happiness resides. 

CLICK ON OUR MUSIC LINK 
“Next to the Word of God, Music Deserves the Highest Praise”     -Martin Luther 
 

Summertime The classic song about the season! This is from “Porgy and Bess,” based on a 

1925 novel by DuBose Heyward. George Gershwin wrote the music to his brother Ira’s 

lyrics. The musical premiered in 1935 (in Boston), but wasn’t frequently performed until 

its revival in 1976 in Houston. The show needs an entirely Black cast, which Gershwin 

insisted on even at the first performances. This obviously made it hard to mount in 

Europe, though apparently there were several blackface productions during WWII, even 

in Nazi-occupied areas! Anyway, I hope everyone is continuing to have a nice summer.  

The Good Shepherd never seems impatient with weary travelers. Psalm 23 tells us that 

God leads us beside still waters and restores our souls. Notice that God does not drive us. 

God leads us. There is a tenderness to God’s pace. 

 

I wonder if that is how God accompanies us through grief—not urging us to move faster, 

but sitting beside us until we are ready for the next step. 

 

Whatever season you find yourself in today, trust that God is already there. If your heart is 

heavy, let it be heavy without shame. If joy surprises you after months of sorrow, receive it 

without guilt. If you find yourself moving back and forth between hope and heartbreak, 

know that this too is part of being human. 

 

Healing is not forgetting. It is learning to carry love differently. 

 

The God who created the changing seasons also holds the changing seasons of our hearts. 

And just as dawn faithfully follows the longest night, God’s steadfast love remains with us 

through every tear, every silence, every memory, and every new beginning. 

 

For everything there is a season. And in every season, there is God. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VZRgiuAXRAs
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Come Worship With Us … Everyone Is Welcome! 
 

9:30 a.m. Sunday Morning Worship Or Livestream on our Facebook Page 

Website: www.atonementrochester.org Facebook: fb.com/atonementlutheranchurch 

Looking Ahead 

Day Date Time Event Location 

Sunday July 12th 9:30 a.m. Worship Sanctuary 

Sunday  July 12th 10:30 a.m. Fellowship Hour Reissig Hall 

Wednesday July 15th 10:00-1:00 Pastor Doug’s Office Hours Pastor’s Office 

Sunday July 19th 9:30 a.m. Worship Sanctuary 

Sunday  July 19th 10:30 a.m. Fellowship Hour Reissig Hall 

Wednesday July 22nd 10:00-1:00 Pastor Doug’s Office Hours Pastor’s Office 

Sunday July 26th 9:30 a.m. Worship led by Pastoral Call Candidate Sanctuary 

Sunday  July 26th 10:30 a.m. Question/Answer Period and vote Sanctuary 

1900 Westfall Road, Rochester  NY  14618  

Church Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m. on Tuesday ~ Wednesday ~ Thursday 

Phone: (585) 442-1018 Email: office@atonementrochester.org 

The Rev. Doug Stewart, Transitional Pastor 

REGISTRATION NOW OPEN! 
Registration is now open for the Fourth Annual BMGLF Golf Classic & Dinner! 
 

Gather your foursome and invite your friends and neighbors for a day of golf at the 

Sycamore Golf Club in Macedon, NY on September 12th. 
(www.sycamoregolfclub.com) 
 

Golf Registration Includes: 

• 18 holes of golf with a cart    Lunch at the turn  

• Swag bag         Full dinner reception 
 

Not a golfer? ...Not a problem!  We would love to have you join us for our dinner 

reception to  help support this meaningful cause. 

 

Looking for another way to make an impact?  

 ~ Sponsorship opportunities are available and are a wonderful way to support the 

Legacy Fund while receiving recognition at the event through signage and program 

acknowledgements. We are incredibly grateful for the businesses and individuals who 

make this event possible. Every registration and sponsorship helps continue Barbara's 

legacy and supports the mission of the Barbara Macholz Grimaldi Legacy Fund. 
 

 ~ We are accepting donations of gift cards for our basket raffle for area businesses, 

experiences, goods, and services. (Suggested value of $25 and up.) 
 

 ~Early Registration helps us to plan a successful event! Register for golf, dinner, or 

become a sponsor today:https://bmglegacyfund.org/registration-and-sponsorship 

https://bmglegacyfund.org/registration-and-sponsorship

