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GATHERING 
 
 
 
PRELUDE   Be Not Afraid      -J. Berthier 
  
  
*WELCOME 
  
  
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of God the Father †, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
  
Brothers and sisters, 
God not only asks us to repent, but also assures us of forgiveness. Therefore, let 
us confess our sins before God and one another. 
  
Silence for Reflection 
  
Loving God, 
We do not always keep your commandments. We fail to love you; we fail      
to love our neighbor. We have held grudges toward our enemies, and been 
self-serving in our relationships. Forgive us and lead us to genuine 
repentance. Wash us in the water of life that we may live again, through 
the mercy and grace of Jesus, our resurrected Savior. Amen. 
  
God forgives, restores, and strengthens us through Christ. Know that you are 
pardoned, and be at peace. Amen. 
 
 
*PEACE 
The peace of the Risen Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
  
 
 
 
 
* Please stand as you are able 



*GATHERING HYMN When Peace Like a River    # 785 
 
 
*APOSTOLIC GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you always.  
And also with you. 
  
  

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty and ever-living God,  
you hold together all things in heaven and on earth. In your great mercy receive 
the prayers of all your children, and give to all the world the Spirit of your truth 
and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
  
  
  

WORD 
  
  

FIRST READING  Acts 17:22-31 
  
22 Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how 
extremely spiritual you are in every way. 23 For as I went through the city and 
looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar 
with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as 
unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24 The God who made the world and 
everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines 
made by human hands, 25 nor is he served by human hands, as though he 
needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all 
things. 26 From one ancestor he made all peoples to inhabit the whole earth, 
and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places 
where they would live, 27 so that they would search for God and perhaps fumble 
about for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of 
us. 28 For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your 
own poets have said, 
 ‘For we, too, are his offspring.’ 
 



29 “Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold 
or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of 
mortals. 30 While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he 
commands all people everywhere to repent, 31 because he has fixed a day on 
which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has 
appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the 
dead.”  
  
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
  
  
SECOND READING  1 Peter 3:13-22 
A reading from 1 Peter 
  
13 Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 14 But even if you 
do suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, 
and do not be intimidated, 15 but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always 
be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an 
accounting for the hope that is in you, 16 yet do it with gentleness and respect. 
Maintain a good conscience so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse 
you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. 17 For it is better to 
suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing 
evil. 18 For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the 
unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh but 
made alive in the spirit, 19 in which also he went and made a proclamation to the 
spirits in prison, 20 who in former times did not obey, when God waited 
patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that 
is, eight lives, were saved through water. 21 And baptism, which this prefigured, 
now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God 
for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone 
into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and 
powers made subject to him.  
  
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
  
 
 



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  Be Not Afraid (sung twice)   # 388 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*HOLY GOSPEL   John 14:15-21 
  

The Holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15 “If you love me, you will keep my 
commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another 
Advocate, to be with you forever. 17 This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world 
cannot receive because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him 
because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 
  18 “I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19 In a little while the 
world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will 
live. 20 On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in 
you. 21 They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love 
me, and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and 
reveal myself to them.”  
  
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
  
  



SERMON 
  
  
*HYMN OF THE DAY Alleluia! Sing to Jesus     # 392 
 
 
*NICENE CREED 

Let us confess our faith, and the faith of the Church, with the words of the 
Nicene Creed. 
  

 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is,  seen and unseen.  
  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all 
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became 
truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is 
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
  
PRAYERS 

In the light of Christ’s resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
who long for new life. Let us bless the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
  

Receive the prayers we offer, O God, and grant us what we truly need, in the name   
of Jesus, our risen Savior and Lord  Amen. 
  
  



OFFERTORY MUSIC  We Walk by Faith    -S. McFarland 
  

Offering gifts are gratefully received 
in the plates located near the sanctuary doors as you exit. 

 
 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Almighty God, 
Receive the gifts we bring– ourselves and the fruit of our labor– in gratitude for 
your goodness to us and all the world; through the Risen One, Jesus our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

 

 

MEAL 
 
 
*GREAT THANKSGIVING 
  
  
  
  
  
    
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 



PROPER PREFACE 
...we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
  
  
*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY          # 190 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 *EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
…. We proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes: 
 Christ has died. 
 Christ is risen. 
 Christ will come again. 
  
  
 
 
 
 



*LORD’S PRAYER 

With all the saints in everlasting light, we pray; 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into  temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
LAMB OF GOD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISTRIBUTION  
All are invited to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion; Christ’s body and 
blood truly present in the bread and the wine. 

~Come forward by the center aisle. 
~Children are invited to come forward for a blessing. 
~White grape juice and gluten-free wafers are also available. 
~Dispose of the cup in the basket provided. 

      ~Please tell an usher if you need communion elements brought to your pew.  



SENDING 
 

  
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Gracious God,  
In you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this meal of 
grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love 
through service, mercy, and compassion, in Jesus’ name. Amen.  
  
  
*BENEDICTION 
May Jesus, the way, the truth, and the life, be with you. 
May the Spirit empower you to serve in Christ’s name. 
May God † who raised Jesus from the dead, bless you and keep you 
forevermore. Amen. 
  
  
*SENDING HYMN  What God Ordains is Good Indeed  # 776 
  
  
*DISMISSAL 
Go forth in the name of the Risen Christ. Thanks be to God!  
  
  
POSTLUDE   Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise  -J. Roberts 

  
The congregation is invited to remain for the postlude;  

and following it, to respond with “Amen!” 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WELCOME 

We welcome Pastor Doug Stewart as our Preacher and Presider  
this morning and offer our gratitude and appreciation  

for his presence and ministry with us.  

  

  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assisting Minister ………… Jean Seager 

Usher …………………….……. Norm Karsten 

Livestream Recorder…….. Andrew Spillane 

Offering Counters ………… Bryan Howe, Desiree Wolfe 

Altar Care ……………………. Judy Lazenby 

Fellowship Host ………...…. Welcome for our Transitional Pastor 
Doug Stewart 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

FELLOWSHIP HOUR 
*TODAY* following worship  
Please join us for refreshments and fellowship in Reissig Hall as we welcome 
our Transitional Pastor Doug Stewart. 
  
  
UPDATED CHURCH DIRECTORY NOW AVAILABLE 
You will find updated Church Directories on the narthex table. Please throw away 
your old Directories to avoid confusion. 
  
  
MOTHER’S DAY OUTREACH PROJECT: BIRTHDAY CAKE BAGS 
Help us to provide a special treat for families receiving food assistance at the 
Messiah Lutheran Church Food Pantry in Rochester with a donation of a 
‘Birthday Cake Bag’.  Today is the last day we will be collecting these bags. 
Donations can be placed on the table in the narthex. Place all items into a paper 
gift bag/tote bag with handles. 

To create a Birthday Cake Bag, gather together: 
  

 * One cake mix (any flavor)  * One can of frosting (any flavor) 
 * One package of birthday candles * One pkg of small Birthday plates (8/pkg) 
 * One pkg of small Birthday napkins (8/pkg) 
  
  
NEXT SUNDAY: PRAISE AND PRUNE 
Sunday, May 17th following worship 
Join us for worship followed by a time of outdoor gardening and weeding 
around the church property to spruce up our lawns. Refuse bags and 
refreshments will be provided!  You are invited to: 

•   Wear gardening clothes to worship 
•   Bring gardening gloves/rakes/tools for weeding 

  
  
  
  



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
  
SAVE THE DATE FOR OUR NEXT CHICKEN BBQ 
Saturday, May 23rd from 4:00 p.m. until sold out 
You can skip cooking dinner! Come to  our easy, drive-through Chicken 
Barbecue and get a full, delicious meal of BBQ chicken, along with corn, 
broccoli salad, a roll with butter, and a cookie for dessert. The cost is just $15 
per meal, and all proceeds will benefit the Brighton Habitat Coalition of 
Churches. Volunteers are needed to help with this event. 
  
  
NEW SPRING/SUMMER BULLETIN BOARD: PLEASE SHARE YOUR PHOTOS! 
All Things Bright & Beautiful 
We’re asking all pet owners and pet lovers to share a photo of their furry, finny, 
amphibian, or feathered friends! You can bring a photo in to post on the 
board. Please be sure to use a small index card –there are some on the board to 
use– with your pet’s name and who their ‘parents’ are, or even a fun fact about 
your pet or something they like to do. We can’t wait to see the board filled with 
your photos! 
  
  
GREEN TIP 
Our cell phones and electronics use rare earth metals that are not always 
sustainably mined. Our brothers and sisters who live near mines ask that we 
respect their quality of life by using our phones and electronics for 7 years     
before buying new ones. 
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Atonement Lutheran Church 
  

Transitional Pastor Doug Stewart 
Email: daugstewart@incarnatewordelca.org  

Office: (585) 442-1018 
Cell : (585) 319-8848 

  

David McCarthy, Director of Music Ministry 
Becky R. Wiesmore, Administrative Assistant 

  

Welcome to worship,  
…and a special welcome to those who are visiting with us today.  
If you are interested in becoming a member of our congregation  

or learning more about our ministries, please speak to our Pastor. 
 

   

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Church Nursery is available for parents  

to use with their children. 
  

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Atonement Lutheran Church is a gathering of God’s people in Christ called to:  

Invite all people into the presence of the living God,  
Prepare for ministry in daily life and 

Go into the world as disciples 

AN EASY WAY TO GIVE  ~ SCAN HERE  ➔ 
  

Scan this QR code with your smartphone’s camera, tap on the link  
that pops up, and you will be taken directly to Atonement’s giving  
website. If your phone doesn’t automatically scan the code, you may  
need to download   a QR code reader app. Many are available for free in the  
Google Play or Apple App store. Please contact Lindee Krapf if you have any questions. 



Thank you for joining us in worship today! 
 

 “For God so loved the world that he gave  

his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him  

should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 
  

-John 3:16 

  

 

 

 

   
     
  

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit our web site at: www.atonementrochester.org 
Follow us on Facebook: fb.com/atonementlutheranchurch/ 

Contact us via Email: office@atonementrochester.org 
Call us via phone at: (585) 442-1018 

Church Office hours: Tues~Wed~Thurs 9:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m.  

https://www.facebook.com/atonementlutheranchurch/

