
First Sunday in Advent 
November 30th, 2025 

9:30 a.m.  In-person and Livestream Worship 
  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

  

 
 
 
 
 

1900 Westfall Road, Rochester, NY 14618 



GATHERING 
 
 
 
PRELUDE    Wachet auf      -J. S. Bach 
 
 
WELCOME 
  
  
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, who comes to wake us from sleep, who 
leads us into the light of grace. Amen. 
  

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
  
Silence is kept for reflection. 
  
Long-expected God, 
We confess that we look to ourselves for the peace and security only you 
can provide. We reach for swords and spears, reluctant to release our grip 
on the ways of war. We become impatient while waiting and weary of 
keeping awake. 
  

Free us from self-reliance, and teach us to live in harmony with our 
neighbors. Increase our trust in God’s timing, and awaken us to your 
advent among us, that we may abound in the hope you have promised. 
  
  

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. In Jesus Christ † your sins are 
forgiven and all things are made new. Rejoice in this good news!  
Amen.  
  

 
 
 
 
* = Please Stand As You Are Able 



*PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
 
*GATHERING HYMN Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying   # 436 
  
  
*GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
  
  
*KYRIE   Sung twice 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
  
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us 
from the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of 
your salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 
  

  
  
 
 
 
 



WORD 
 
 
FIRST READING  Isaiah 2:1-5   
A reading from Isaiah 
  
1 The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
 

 2 In days to come 
  the mountain of the LORD’s house 
 shall be established as the highest of the mountains 
  and shall be raised above the hills; 
 all the nations shall stream to it. 
  3 Many peoples shall come and say, 
 “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 
  to the house of the God of Jacob, 
 that he may teach us his ways 
  and that we may walk in his paths.” 
 For out of Zion shall go forth instruction 
  and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
 4 He shall judge between the nations 
  and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
 they shall beat their swords into plowshares 
  and their spears into pruning hooks; 
 nation shall not lift up sword against nation; 
  neither shall they learn war any more. 
 5 O house of Jacob, 
  come, let us walk 

 in the light of the LORD!  
  
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
  
  
PSALM 22 
  

  
 
 
 



SECOND READING  Romans 13:11-14 
A reading from Romans 
  
11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to 
wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became 
believers; 12 the night is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the 
works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13 let us walk decently as in the 
day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in 
quarreling and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 
provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.  
  
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
  
  
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
Let us pray. 
Praise to you, O God, for our salvation is near. You hold us in our waiting and 
keep us awake to the world. You show up in our lives at unexpected times. 
Bless us as we light this candle to keep vigil for your arrival. We trust that even 
though we do not know the day or the hour, you hurry to gather all people into 
your light. Amen. 
  
The first candle is lit. 
  
  
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah, v1         # 240 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*HOLY GOSPEL   Matthew 24:36-44 

  

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36 “About that day and hour no one knows, neither 
the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37 For as the days of Noah 
were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For as in the days before the 
flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the 
day Noah entered the ark, 39 and they knew nothing until the flood came and 
swept them all away, so, too, will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40 Then two 
will be in the field; one will be taken, and one will be left. 41 Two women will be 
grinding meal together; one will be taken, and one will be left. 42 Keep awake, 
therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43 But 
understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night 
the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his 
house be broken into. 44 Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is 
coming at an hour you do not expect.”  
  
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
  
  
SERMON 
  
  
*HYMN OF THE DAY Creator of the Stars of Night   # 245 
  

  

  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*NICENE CREED 

Let us confess our faith, and the faith of the Church, with the words of the 
Nicene Creed. 
  
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
  

  



PRAYERS 

As we prepare for the coming of Christ, let us pray for all people according to 
their needs. Come, Lord Jesus; Your mercy is great. 
  

Receive our prayers, O God, as we await the presence of your Son, whose 
coming is certain and whose day draws near. Amen. 
  
  
OFFERTORY MUSIC  Lost In the Night            -K. Haugen 
  

Offering gifts are gratefully received  
in the plates located near the sanctuary doors as you exit. 

  
  
*OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives 
to the service of your people. Prepare the way before us as we meet you in this 
meal, through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. Amen. 
  

  

  

 
  

MEAL 
 
 
*GREAT THANKSGIVING 
  
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
  
 
 



*PROPER PREFACE 
….. we praise your holy name and sing: 
 
 
*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  Let All Mortal Flesh, verses 1 & 4             # 414 
  

  
       
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 
 
*LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray; 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
 



LAMB OF GOD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISTRIBUTION  
All are invited to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion; Christ’s body and 
blood truly present in the bread and the wine. 

~Come forward by the center aisle. 
~Children are invited to come forward for a blessing. 
~White grape juice and gluten-free wafers are also available. 
~Dispose of the cup in the basket provided. 

      ~Please tell an usher if you need communion elements brought to your pew.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SENDING 
 

 
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray; 
Most High God, you have come among us at this table. By the Spirit’s power, 
form us to be bearers of your word, sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, 
through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. Amen.  
  
  
*BENEDICTION 
May Almighty God, † who sends light to overcome all darkness, grant you grace, 
mercy, and peace. Amen. 
  
  
*SENDING HYMN  My Lord, What a Morning    # 438 
  
  
*DISMISSAL 
Go in peace, Christ is near. Thanks be to God. 
  
  
POSTLUDE   Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding 
 

  
The congregation is invited to remain for the postlude;  

and following it, to respond with “Amen!” 
  

 
 

 
We offer special thanks this morning to our guest musician 

Peggy Quackenbush, clarinet, for sharing her time and talent with us.  
Her presence is made possible by the  

Carol and John Condemi Gift of Music fund. 
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  

 

 

FIRST FRIDAY FRIENDS MEETING 
Friday, December 5th 10:00 a.m.-Noon in Reissig Hall 
Mark your calendar and join us in Reissig Hall for our next gathering. You can 
bring a craft to work on, or just come and enjoy some coffee and fellowship. We 
look forward to seeing you! If you have questions, contact Karen Goodyear or 
Barb Sanko. Everyone is welcome! 
  
  
ADVENT GIVING 
In the spirit of the season, during Advent, we offer the opportunities below for 
you to bring gifts to benefit others in the community.  Thank you for 
remembering and caring for these outreach ministries and the people they 
serve.  A table will be set up in the Narthex for your donations. 
  
Nov. 30 - CENTER FOR YOUTH - deodorant, body wash, toothpaste, shampoo 
 

Dec. 7 - PITTSFORD FOOD CUPBOARD - brunch items: coffee, corned beef hash  
 (canned), and special jams (no grape, please!) 
 

Dec. 14 - ASBURY WAREHOUSE - men’s and women’s new underwear (all sizes) 
 

Dec. 21 - CATHOLIC FAMILY CHARITIES - larger sizes of children’s diapers 
  

 

Assisting Minister …….…… Jean Seager 
Usher ……………………………. Norm Karsten 
Livestream Recorder …….. Andrew Spillane 
Counters .………………….…. Amy Irish, Tom Thompson 
Altar Care ……..……………… Judy Lazenby 
Fellowship Hosts ………..... Josephine Lamantia, Nancy Dahl 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
  
A TASTE OF SWEDEN 
Saturday, December 13th, 3:00-4:30 p.m. 

Join us in Reissig Hall for a sampling of Swedish food, 
desserts, and beverages in celebration of St. Lucia, whose 
festival day (December 13th) begins the Swedish Christmas 
season. Fellowship, fun … and gud jul to all! 
  

 Please sign up on the sheet in the narthex if you plan to attend. 
 
 
   
  

 CONGREGATIONAL BUDGET MEETING 
Sunday, December 14th following worship in Reissig Hall 

Topic: 2026 Budget 
  

If You Have Not Already Done So,  
Please Return Your 2026 Pledge Card to the Church Office. 

  

 
  
  
  
CHRISTIMAS CAROLING 
Sunday, December 14th at 12:30 p.m. 
Join us in bringing musical cheer to several of our Atonement families! We’ll 
meet in the church parking lot at 12:30 p.m. and carpool home to home to 
share the spirit of Christmas (you are welcome to bring a brown bag lunch at 
12:00 Noon to eat with us in Reissig Hall ahead of caroling.) 
  
David McCarthy will provide musical leadership. Christmas Carol booklets with 
familiar carols will be available. All are invited! 
 
 
  



Atonement Lutheran Church 
  

The Rev. Gail Swanson, Pastor 
Email: pastorgails@aol.com  

Office: (585) 442-1018 
Cell : (614) 477-7863 

  

David McCarthy, Director of Music Ministry 
Becky R. Wiesmore, Administrative Assistant 

  

Welcome to worship,  
…and a special welcome to those who are visiting with us today.  
If you are interested in becoming a member of our congregation  

or learning more about our ministries, please speak to our Pastor. 
 

   

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Church Nursery is available for parents  

to use with their children. 
  

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Atonement Lutheran Church is a gathering of God’s people in Christ called to:  

Invite all people into the presence of the living God,  
Prepare for ministry in daily life and 

Go into the world as disciples 

AN EASY WAY TO GIVE  ~ SCAN HERE  ➔ 
  

Scan this QR code with your smartphone’s camera, tap on the link  
that pops up, and you will be taken directly to Atonement’s giving  
website. If your phone doesn’t automatically scan the code, you may  
need to download   a QR code reader app. Many are available for free in the  
Google Play or Apple App store. Please contact Lindee Krapf if you have any questions. 



Thank you for joining us in worship today! 
 

“Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know  

on what day your Lord is coming.”  

  
-Matthew 24:42 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit our web site at: www.atonementrochester.org 
Follow us on Facebook: fb.com/atonementlutheranchurch/ 

Contact us via Email: office@atonementrochester.org 
Call us via phone at: (585) 442-1018 

Church Office hours: Tues~Wed~Thurs 9:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m.  

https://www.facebook.com/atonementlutheranchurch/

