
  

 

Atonement Tidings September 2019 

GOD’S WORK/OUR HANDS 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8 

 
JOIN US NEXT SUNDAY, as Lutheran congregations throughout the 
ELCA are asked to "Be the Church" on behalf of others in their 
community. This year, we invite you to participate in three "hands on" 
activities: 
 
 
1. Donate fabric  
(minimum ½ yard pieces/lightweight cotton) -  
Watch the bulletin for more information about 
our sewing project. 

 
 
 
 
2. Donate new packages of Crayola Markers/#2 
Pencils/Elmer’s Glue Sticks/new or gently used 
children’s backpacks - For children in foster care. 
 
 
 
 

3. Join us for a special  
"Lemonade on the Lawn" 
Fellowship Event for the staff and 
special needs residents of Grace 
Home (next door to Atonement) 
following worship that day.   
This is a wonderful opportunity to 
let our neighbors at Grace Home 
know that we are glad they are our 
neighbors - and share in a glass of 
lemonade together!  

 
BLESSING OF THE  

BACKPACKS SUNDAY 
Sunday, September 8   9:30am 

Worship Service 
 

As we begin another year of school, all children, youth, college students, 
teachers and educators are invited to bring a backpack to church for a 
blessing! We also invite you to bring one or more of these items with 
you: 
 
* New packages of  Crayola Markers 
                                #2 Pencils 
                                Elmer's Glue Sticks 
 
*New or gently used Backpacks 
 
All items will be donated to children in foster care in the Rochester area. 
 

 
 

RALLY DAY 
Sunday, September 15     10:45 - 11:30am 
 
Join us on September 15 as we celebrate Rally Day 
and the kickoff to a new year of faith formation for 
children, youth and adults. Our theme for this year 
is "Growing in God's Love" - and we invite you to 
grow along with us! 
 
Sunday School For children in pre-school through Grade 5 
Confirmation Class For youth is grades 6 - 8 
Adult Forum  Featuring a variety of topics 
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CHURCH NEWS 

 
 
 
 

STAFF NOTES 
 

Welcome to David McCarthy, our new Director of Music Ministry at 
Atonement. David is a graduate of McGill University, Eastman School 
of Music, and Houghton College with degrees in Music Theory and 
Organ Performance. He teaches courses in music theory and piano at 
Rochester Institute of Technology; and for the past 20 years has served 
as Organist/Choir Director at the Episcopal Church of the Incarnation 
in Penfield. David, and his wife Sherry, are residents of Brighton. 
Their daughter, Leah, is a student at McGill University. 
We are delighted to have David join our Atonement church staff and 
are excited about the many gifts he brings to this position. His first 
Sunday with us will be September 29.  Make sure to introduce yourself 
to him! 
 
Save the Date:  Sunday, October 20      10:45am    Reissig Hall 
                         Welcome Brunch for David and Sherry McCarthy 

 

 

RIT LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY MEAL 
Sunday, September 22rd 6:00 PM 

 
Each Sunday evening, Lutheran and Episcopal students at Rochester 
Institute of Technology gather for worship followed by a home-cooked 
meal provided by local congregations. During these meals, students 
socialize and share in discussions with Pastor Craig Swanson, Lutheran 
Campus Pastor at RIT. 
 

Join us in hosting “Breakfast for Dinner” on September 22 by signing 
up on the narthex bulletin board. Volunteers are need to donate food/

set-up/serve the meal. Please contact Pastor Gail for more information. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sept 15 TBA 
 
Sept 22 “What It Means to be a Sanctuary  
      Denomination” 
 
Sept 29 “Young Adult in Global Mission”  
  Meet Bryn Koskinen, who just returned  
  from spending a year in Madagascar,  
  serving with ELCA Global Mission Team. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
NEW CHURCH  

DIRECTORIES: COMING  
OCTOBER 1 

 
New church directories will be  available beginning October 1. Please   
contact the church office by September 22 with any updates in your 
address/email/phone number.  
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A PASTORAL LETTER REGARDING SANCTUARY 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
  
Grace to you and peace, from God our Father and from our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. 
  
 The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America's triennial        
Assembly came to a close on, August 10. The Assembly was filled with 
Worship, Fellowship, Interfaith Partners, Bible Studies and Resolutions 
and Memorials, among other realities. 
 One of the Memorials passed has generated a fair amount of 
heat and consternation across this church and I want to take a moment 
to respond and clarify since rumors and conjectures are flying in every 
direction. The following is what was ultimately voted on by the        
Assembly: 
  To reaffirm the long-term and growing commitment of this 
church to migrants and refugees and to the policy questions involved, 
as exemplified most recently in the comprehensive strategy                   
Accompanying Migrant Minors with Protection, Advocacy,            
Representation and Opportunities (AMMPARO); 
 The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America declares itself a 
sanctuary church body; and 
  To request the ELCA Church Council, in consultation with the        
appropriate churchwide units and offices, provide guidance for the 
three expressions of this church about what it means to be a sanctuary 
church body and provide a report to the 2022 Churchwide Assembly.  
  So we are all on the same page in our understanding of this 
please note the following: 
  In our interdependent polity, nothing in the Churchwide        
Assembly action binds a congregation, synod, agency or institution. It 
only binds the Churchwide expression of the church. 
 The Churchwide Assembly action does not call for civil        
disobedience or any illegal actions. Any congregation that engages in 
illegal activity must be ready to accept the legal consequences. I urge 
congregations to seek legal counsel regarding these issues. 
  
The question of what it means to be a sanctuary church body will now 
have to be studied by the ELCA's Church Council. We do not currently 

have a clear or commonly accepted definition. A report will come to 
the next Churchwide Assembly in 2022.  
  All of which is to say that this changes nothing but keeps     
everything. We have been, as a church body, standing side by side with 
migrants and refugees for the entirety of our existence. Scripture calls 
us to that ministry and place and we have responded and will continue 
to respond out of love and at the direction of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ, who stood with the last, the least and the lost. This is grounded 
in our Baptismal commitments made. This is not a political         
statement, it is a scriptural and faith based reality. 
  In baptism, we are brought into a covenantal relationship with 
Jesus Christ that commits us to strive for justice and peace in all the 
earth. Following the example of Martin Luther, we believe that        
advocacy is a crucial expression of baptismal identity. As a church, we 
have advocated for stopping the detention of children and families for     
decades. We have spoken out against family separation, sought a   
pathway to citizenship for community members that have lived in the 
U.S. for many years, and have taken steps to address the root causes of 
migration in a way that honors the humanity in people who must flee. 
  Being a sanctuary denomination means that we, as church     
together, want to be public and vocal about this work. At the same 
time, we will have conversations about what sanctuary means with 
many of our members and discern future action and direction.         
Welcoming people is not a political issue for us, it is a matter of faith. 

As we move forward in this arena it is my prayer that we will 
do so with intentionality and care for one another. I view this as an   
opportunity to be in conversation with you around this issue and the 
work of the church. 

 

In Christ's Peace, 

   
 John S. Macholz, Bishop 

At its recent Assembly, the Evangelical Church in America declared itself a “sanctuary church body.” What does this mean? 
1) Please read the letter below from Bishop John Macholz. 
2) Come to Adult Forum on Sunday, September 22nd at 10:45 AM for a presentation on “What it Means to be a Sanctuary Denomination.” 
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CONGREGATIONAL CARE 

We rejoice in welcoming Lillian Marcia Spillane into the Body of 
Christ through Holy Baptism on August 11. Lillian is the daughter of 
Brian and Cassie Spillane. 
 

We rejoice in welcoming Serena Marie Loporcaro into the Body of 
Christ through Holy Baptism on August 18. Serena is the daughter of 
Amy and Joseph Loporcaro. 
 

Congratulations to Margaret Kaminsky upon her recent appointment as 
Dean of STEM and Health at Monore Community College.  
 
A NOTE OF THANKS 

Dear Atonement Family, 
 
Thank you for being our congregational family for eleven years and for 
our farewell just a few weeks ago. We are grateful for your support, 
friendship and music making and sharing over the years. We are settling 
into life in Hanover, NH -- we have already visited the Montshire     
Museum and plan to be regular guests and can't wait to try Morano 
Gelato. The perfect farewell gifts for our family- thank you! 
 
We have also been checking out the schools, hiking nearby trails, and 
visiting family, just a short way up the road. If you ever find yourself in 
the White Mountains of New Hampshire, please say hello! Our new  
address is 15 Granite Lane, Hanover, NH 03755.  
 
Peace and God's Blessings, 
Elizabeth, Josh, Greta and Eli 
 
 
Our Sympathy and Prayers to Tom Thompson upon the death of his 
mother, Elaine Marie Thompson, on August 27.  

PASTOR’S PAGE 

The 11th Commandment 
 

As Lutherans, we are quite familiar with the “Ten”: Don’t kill, don’t 
steal, don’t covet…do honor your parents, do honor the name of God, 
do honor God on the Sabbath…and the list continues. I don’t mean to 
imply that God had missed or forgotten to inscribe something on those 
stone tablets high upon Mount Sinai. But what if you could suggest one 
additional commandment? What would your choice be for the “11th 
Commandment”? 
 

A few ideas: 
 

You shall make peace in the world. No doubt each of us can recall an 
incident or time in our lives when we felt we were wronged by       
someone. Our first reaction may have been to get angry or get even. It’s 
easy to react first instead of taking a pause,  offering forgiveness, and 
moving forward on a path of peace. Imagine if we each lived             
intentionally as makers of peace? How far reaching it could be! 
 

You shall truly love and nurture all children. Every day we hear   
stories where children mean next to nothing to the adults who use, 
abuse and neglect them. And yet there is no distinguishing among   
children as “ours” and “theirs.” Everyone’s child is our child: neighbor 
children, hungry children, abandoned children, migrant children. Every 
child is our child, because every child belongs to God. And our smallest 
attempts of care for them – can change a life. 
 

You shall respect the earth as God’s beloved creation. God has   
marvelously created an environment that upholds life in many forms 
with beauty and purpose: grasslands and streams, wildlife and           
waterfalls, breezes and skies above. As caretakers, how are we showing 
our appreciation by actions that reflect respect for these gifts? 
 

You shall be kind to one another. My #1 nomination for the 11th 
Commandment comes from the words of St. Paul, “Be kind to one    
another” (Eph. 4:32). I confess, from my own personal experience, 
sometimes this is so difficult to do! And yet, our job as people of faith 
is to love others without stopping to inquire whether or not they are 
worthy of it. You will never look into the eyes of someone God does 
not love. Always… be kind.  
 

In Peace, 
Pastor Gail 
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BRIGHTON FOOD DEPOT 

 

For the month of September, we suggest these items for the Brighton 
Food Depot: mac ‘n cheese and peanut butter.  Thank you for your 
generous donations. 

DISCIPLESHIP 

Happiness is picking veggies from our garden and sharing them with 
friends at the Pittsford Food Cupboard. Please contact Jess McGill if 
you are able to volunteer during the beginning of                             
September - harvesting and delivering to PFC.  

WORSHIP IN THE PARK AUGUST 25 
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CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILY MINISTRY 

SUNDAY SCHOOL BEGININNG 
September 15th is the First Day of Classes 

 
There will be 3 classes: 1.  Pre-K 

   2. Grades 1, 2 & 3 
   3. Grades 4 & 5 
 

Please Sign Up! 

FAMILY POOL PARTY 
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PRAYER AND FELLOWSHIP MINISTRY 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MORNING PRAYER 

Wednesday, September 4 
9:00 a.m. in the Prayer Room 

 
September’s song is a two-part harmony, as summer’s lighthearted  
serenade ends and a deeper melody begins. – Sarah Ban Breathnach 

 
For many, September signals a time to get back to work, back to study, 
a time to enjoy fresh apple cider, to pack away your swimsuit. It’s also 
a good time to join us for Morning Prayer. All are invited to stop by on 
September 4th (and the first Wednesday of every month) for a half hour 
or so of quiet prayer, meditation and reflection. It’s a gentle and loving 
way to begin your day. 

 
 
 
 
 

SOMETHING NEW IN PRAYER MINISTRY 
 
Watch your mailboxes --- email and snail mail --- for our new Weekly 
Devotions. Each mailing will include a brief reading, a reflection,   
meditations and prayers for you to do at home, whenever and wherever 
is best for you. 
 
E-Devotions will be sent weekly from the church office. For those who 
don’t use email, you will receive a full month’s worth of devotions in 
print at the beginning of each month. Our regular monthly Morning 
Prayer will delve a little deeper into some of these themes. 
 
We hope to begin distribution early in September. And please share 
your feedback with Avis Hooper or Pastor Gail. We would love to 
know what you think about this new direction over the next few months 
and, if you enjoy it, we will continue in the New Year. 

LUNCH & LAUGHTER 
Wednesday, September 11 
At Noon in Founders Hall 

 
Oh, the simple pleasures of comfort food, of dishes made from       
summer’s bounty. But no need to get fancy. Anything goes at our    
potluck lunch! Bring a dish to pass and join in on the conversation as 
we compare notes from our summer vacations. A sign-up sheet will be 
in the narthex, but if you forget to sign up, come anyway. There is   
always room for YOU at our table.  
 
If you need transportation, call the office at 442-1018 and we will 
work on securing you a ride. If you can lend a hand with setup or 
cleanup, it will be much appreciated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Debbie Johnson at the ELCA Churchwide Assembly 
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CALENDAR 

 
September 1   Worship                     9:30 AM 
                         Lemonade on the Lawn                10:45 AM 
 
 
September  4  Morning Prayer        9:00 AM 
     
 
September 8  Worship - Blessing of the Backpacks  
   & God’s Work Our Hands Sunday      9:30 AM 
   Lemonade on the Lawn                10:45 AM 
 
 
September 11  Lunch & Laughter                      NOON 
     
     
September 15   Worship & Rally Day        9:30 AM 
   Adult Forum/ Confirmation Class/  
   Sunday School/Coffee Hour     10:45 AM 
   Lutheran Campus Ministry  
   Meal at RIT         6:00 PM 
 
 
September 17   Board of Ministries Meeting       6:00 PM 
 
 
September 22  Worship          9:30 AM 
   Adult Forum/  
   Sunday School/Coffee Hour     10:45 AM 
 
 
September 29  Worship          9:30 AM 
   Adult Forum/ Sunday School/ 
   Coffee Hour          10:45 AM 
 
 

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS AND JOYS 
 
Members: Carl Foucht, Betty Browne, Karen Grover, Helen 
Pearson, Amy Condemi. 
 
Friends and Family: Aimee, Sean and Harry Parmalee, Judy and 
David Ballerstein, Kathy Doherty, Jeff, Richard Kress, Judy Price, 
Mark, Erika, Jeffery Auer. 

September Birthdays 
 

4 Martha Dox 
5 Benjamin Thompson 
6 Carl Foucht, Elizabeth Rose 
9 Jeffrey Fisher 
10 Andra Sanko Smith,  
12 Michael Lee, Michael Hauck 
13 Dottie Haelen 
15 Eloise Kress 
17 David Irish 
18 Femi Thompson 
20  Carol Pearson 
21 Jim Rau 
23 Samuel Bogumil 
24 Connor Rose 
27 Celina Tassone 
28        Kathleen Wilkinson 
29        Anne Bartlett, Matt McGill 
 

 
September Anniversaries 

 
5 Alyssa and Wes Jones 
9 Sue and Jim Hauck 
17 Terry and Avis Hooper 
18 Adam and Sharon Darder 
22 Carl and Pat Foucht 
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September 2019 

  
September 1 

9:30 AM 
September 8 

9:30 AM 
September 15 

9:30 AM 
September 22 

9:30 AM 
September 29 

9:30 AM 

Assistant 
Minister 

Joanne Scanlon Russell Miller Matt McGill Lindsay Lazenby Joanne Scanlon 

Communion 
Assistant 

Wally Short Judy Lazenby Jim Krapf Sue Hauck Betty Middlebrook 

Reader Jack Teter Kathy Wilkinson Jean Seager 
 

Madison Hauck 
 

Barb Granger 

Children’s 
Moment 

Elizabeth Hanks 
 

Pastor Gail Swanson 
Karan Thompson Pastor Gail Swanson Elizabeth Hanks 

Acolyte Eva Condemi Sarah Darder Hudson Lazenby Hudson Lazenby Faye Domroes 

Greeter Karen Goodyear Carol Pearson Jess McGill Andrea Fleishman Ann Patterson 

Usher Norm Karsten Bob Heinig Tom Thompson Michael Hauck John Tokoli 

Lemonade on the 
Lawn / Coffee Host 

Susan Touhsaent Barb Sanko TBA TBA TBA 

Assistant 
Financial Sec. 

Bob Touhsaent John Kruidenier Richard Phelps Bryan Howe Norm Karsten 

Counter Jack Teter Tom Thompson Amy Irish Stew Stover Adam Darder 

Altar Care Judy Lazenby/Regina Short 



10 

 

 

 
N

o
n
-P

ro
fi
t 

O
rg

a
n
iz

a
ti
o
n
 

U
.S

. 
P

o
s
ta

g
e
 

P
A

ID
 

R
o
c
h
e
s
te

r,
 N

.Y
. 

P
e
rm

it
 N

o
. 
1
6
9
8
 

19
0

0
 W

e
st

fa
ll
 R

o
ad

 

R
o
ch

es
te

r 
N

Y
 1

4
6
18

-2
8

9
8

 

S
e
p
t
e
m

b
e
r

 2
0
1
9

 
 R

et
u

r
n

 S
er

v
ic

e 
R

eq
u

es
t
ed

 
D

at
ed

 M
at

er
ia

l 1
9
0
0

 W
es

tf
al

l 
R

o
ad

 
R

o
ch

es
te

r,
 N

Y
 1

4
6
1
8

 

 

 

A
T

O
N

E
M

E
N

T
 L

U
T

H
E

R
A

N
 C

H
U

R
C

H
 

 

1
9
0
0
 W

estfa
ll R

o
a
d

 
R

o
ch

este
r, N

Y
 1

4
6
1
8

 
 

P
a
sto

r: T
h

e R
ev

. G
a
il S

w
a
n

so
n

 
   

T
elep

h
o
n
e: 5

8
5

-4
4
2
-1

0
1
8
 

E
m

ail: o
ffice@

ato
n
em

en
tro

ch
ester.o

rg
 

W
eb

site: w
w

w
.ato

n
em

en
tro

ch
ester.o

rg
 

F
aceb

o
o
k
: fb

.co
m

/a
to

n
em

en
tlu

th
era

n
ch

u
rch

/ 
 

M
IS

S
IO

N
 S

T
A

T
E

M
E

N
T

 
 

A
to

n
em

en
t L

u
th

era
n
 C

h
u
rch

 is a
 

g
a
th

erin
g
 o

f  G
o
d
’s p

eo
p

le  
in

 C
h
rist ca

lled
 to

: 
 

In
vite a

ll p
eo

p
le in

to
 th

e p
resen

ce o
f th

e 
livin

g
 G

o
d
,  

 
P

rep
a
re fo

r m
in

istry in
 d

a
ily life,  

 
 

G
o
 in

to
 th

e w
o
rld

 a
s d

iscip
les 

S
u
n
d
ay

 W
o
rsh

ip
 an

d
  

H
o
ly

 C
o
m

m
u
n
io

n
: 

9
:3

0
 A

M
 

C
h
ristian

 E
d
u
catio

n
: 

1
0
:4

5
 - 1

1
:3

0
 A

M
  S

u
n
d
ay

s 

O
ffice H

o
u
rs: 

9
:0

0
 A

M
 - 2

:3
0
 P

M
 T

u
es/ W

ed
/ T

h
u
rs  

P
asto

r’s D
a
y
 O

ff: 
M

o
n
d
ay

 

https://www.facebook.com/atonementlutheranchurch/

